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Enough is enough! Yanks go home! And

take your miserable grungewear and your

self-obsessed slacker bands with you'

You're already twice as cheesy as

baggyism, and at least baggy was British.
We don't want Plaid. We want

crimplene, glamour, wit and irony' We

want people who never say tdude' or

'sidewalk' or 'Can I get a beer?' lf 1992

was the American year (ovenveight, over'

rated and over herel then it's time to

bring on the Home Guard. Thesen Kurt'
are the boys who will stop your little
game: Suede, Saint Etienne, Pulp, Denim

and The Auteurs. Bands with Pride!
Over the page, Selecf salutes the new

Best ü British, Gud name the ultimate
Grimplenist soundtrack, and we save the

Union Jack from the Nazis" '

Etory bY STUART MACONIE

ohotos hv IIEIL COOPER illusträtion bv MICHAEL GILLETE



BNCE nl BIIGIITY.
Noü prone to flying-ofi the haniUe.
None of Joü Latin tempenmertal-
ism, none of Jour Gallic moodines6,
Yes, wele a !retty 6üeady lot...but
this is the last straw, When o

Englishhan can't go out for a quiet pint wühout
having to endure some Dutcse in a loin doüh lift
ing u! heavy weights by a cabte attatched to
his...well, you know, hi6 räiue, ifs a blacL alay.
And when not ody ae we dpe.t€d to wat h some
dangemus fi€al from Mud Flalüs, Indiatu reeugi-
iaüing his om bile in the lr4e of entiertaiment,
bui also to enjoy the sisht of other people drinking
it. egged on by a hall tull of English students
rhooling dd holleiing Like 

^n 
Arßenio Hall andi

€nce on amyl niürate...well, as Edwdd \aII said,
something must be done.

Contonted with the spectacle ofThe JiD Ro6e
cims lasf Auelst, nomauy slaid folk of my
acquaintance began to fulminate and yell 'Ya.tee
Go Home". Edoush was enough. We had endued
Lotil Grossne, stupid mis-sp€Iings liLe tolor'
md '$ru', local radio DJs with cmppy t d6at
lmtic accents, the painflrl, crDulative, unfih
niness of people in lu6 queues sayins "Notl" at the
€nd of every senten@. Now we were beine CiveD a
latterday PT Bdnum with some gtunge dedibil-
ib. He was right, there'F one bom every minute.
Ps.ticulorly in Ensland.

Lefs be pertectly clear. It i€ no on€'6 inlention
t badmouth, soEL in$lt ADsica or ADericds-
Amedca is, whelher you like it or rot, o
admirable, youg. 6trclg, ftee demooacy that the
world shodd be tharidul for. If the Gu]f war had
been lelt in the hDds of Euft'MPs, Saddm
Hus6ein would be lnocking at the door of
Chelmslord tom hall !y now. Americds ae
brave,resourceful, fllmy,hfld-wo*ing,couiteous
people. Contrary to the sneers of clnics, it i6 actu
ally a pieasue io be iiotd ro 4bave a Dice dal in
Amenco store6 snd sulendkets aJler yed6 of
having been beated a6 a Ditur inconvenience by
slow wifted ingates posing as Bhop aBsist€nts in
Edtsin. Amedca has got beautifd lan&capes,
g"eal lilerature ad ey nmber of €njoyübly @n,
tusine field sports, but ufortDately lor the laßt
two or three yeds Aherica's biggest €!.!orü üo

Britain has been in the field of mck crilt@. And
it s been raally benelicial and excifing.. .not i

Here\ just some of the ereät fhings we ought to
thank the US of A for PJ O'R.ürke, Bill Ilicls,
John Msrldens Ämerican Foo$an 92 G{eeadrive
rersion), Steeb Dan, Public Dnemy, Adon
Co!l@il, Barbeoe Bacon Double cheese from BK
(You goi it!), Jodie Fosier, rne World ln.or.line To
Galp, the nesidenh, Äoseauro, Jack Daoielh,
MotoM, Kut Voinegut, Fepsi, Dennis Eopper,
Edwdd Holpd dil Television (ihe etuup). Thee
äre the things we ought to hsve lemed liom.>

cäd Fünnan: Recods liketh s
we€ made lo.ä, fort€nnr€s and w,
which iswhy 70s Iop Of fte Pops

St v€ Goodwh: 'They weren t

illke Dunphy: 'r rke the racr triat
yoü cän dance to whit€ 70s pop.
You can t dänce lo loday's stulf.
Wlllam Potror " Noq i|s a | fisrs n

S: "Tbe€ s loads we courd ve
picked that yoü ve head too many

w: "3o an was a real y good pop
star w lri his own W show.'
lU: "H€ had punkbandson, singing
äboLrr iv ng n rhe ciry and rhar,
and lhls sonc s about some bird
com ng o'n ol New Yo ctywth a
irog in h€rhand. Nis deys were
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Croydon pals Bob 'n' Pete make bedroom tapes and

write for rnusic presg du ng latg '80s' Early sin495
flirt with Balearlc house and indie Gutoness. Recruit
Sarah Cracknell as p€rmanent vocalist and omerge

as go93y dancofloor boffins rvith mild attltudo' Düsty
sprinElfield penchant and cafe cool"'

what's so geat about Britaln änd in
partlcul.r Gro.t Brltish pop?

P€te: "GB = pie and mash, pubs,

fashlon, TV, school unilom, accents

countrys!de, af chltectuf e, miLkmen,

beer, ch ps, party GB pop = Billv Fury'

DusV Sprinffeld, The Beailes,
storeswhoPistolsc ash, [40ft The

Hoople, Lieutenant Pigeon, D€rls,
adam and rhe ants, The smiths, The

Stone Roses, Bizare hc "
sa6h: 'The best thlng abod Bftsh
pop is that amencans don\

' ;nderständ t and often m ss the

Eob: "1prefer France, mvself "

What are your thoughts on the
Am€ can inta3lon or 1992?
S: 'Too much, too late
P: "ltwas a war. lwas killed '
B: 'some ofthe rnost desperäte
journalism'veeverread

what'3 wrong with belng prtriotlc?
P: "lt's oKto ove your country but the
word patriotism has been contused
with nationalism, racism and

xenophobia, whlch are not 0K '
St Paüotisn is not enough tnust
have no hated or bilterness towatds
anyone- Edith cave , 1915 "

What does the Union lack m..n to
yo! and did Motrissev do n a

s: "Mornssey? wasn't he in one or
those jirgyiangt guitar groups n rne

P: "As the union Jack has become
associated so heavily with the
skinhead/fascist movement even
Överseas I wou d not Eo arouno
wavinE one. Nlonissev didn t do the
flaE a disseryice, the skinheads d d

HJdidn tdo himseli anv iavolrs,

Br 'Carringthe LP',YourAßenal , I

think N4offssey was deliberate Y

seding himsef uPto be shol oown

The brouhaha over the ilag prcbabLv

makes him chucke. He s walkingon

Who's the geat€st llving Brlton?

s: "The greatest vng Eng shwoman
is my Crandmother, Winlfred O ve

w.sthe'7os the last great Brltkh

a: 'The gos willbethe bestdecade

s: "The aos just d dn tcontäin
enough kash and Clamou, '
P:'People wee miseröble inthe 70s
'Ihe'70s revivalis based on theten
ninutes offun peope had "

ls there a luturc lor aritbh PoP?
All: 'Yes; 93 and '94 w be briLliant

Which Americ.nl.ms would You llke

P: Allwords used by psychologists

S: 'fleY, we nvented Punk rocK.

Richard Hellwas wear ng a ripped

What m.k€ you a6ham.d to bo
Brttish?
S: 'The monarchY, the House of Lords

the conservatile PaftY and üe

B:'Letting n lessthan one Per cent

oi the number oi Yugoslavian refugees

who have been let lrto Germanv "
P: "The govemment, the Press, The

!/ER'|ONS oIRLS Yoü

.:: :ads oftlrem, and they
:r:. -: s ngeß to The soun'r

s r:-: ofthemloinedrhe
E: .-.did a tlre backing

:\ .:. ce+nent nre/l

rHE I|UMAN LEAGUE Th€
Sdnd Of th. crowd 119a1)
w: 'You can r se | rcoods rrcm th s

era of synÜ4op to second.hano
shops. Theyrusl can t flog rheml
fte Fuman LeäCue srrowed grear

äpprcc ar on of pop when thev
se4ed tocether coreß of Ga.v

c: "When these f ßt syn$ records
came oü, you used lo buy lrren ror
the weirn sounds on tlr€m, bur

factor, bur it s tru y Brlt srr pop r
lusr oouldn t be ad€foan
e \aaes Ridi@E is natilngIa
be scafed of Tliafs comfofring if

You we€ wor ed about be ng

difie€nt fom your maies "

Of lhe Pops LPs w€ren t o g nals.'
M: "mis s Death 0isc0 rrv PubLic

lmale don€ Io, 0f lhe PoPs

$y;e. ft s probably a bunch or 50
y€ar od sess on mus ciäns rcading

on a Sunda! nttutninE "

c: "Th€re s a rea ly godd ta.k.
'Young Man Seeks nterestine
rolr'. Tlr€y do Beates covers ana

one caled P ccad lv sunsh ne

nsread ol watef oo sunsei L
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lflTscfl lil sYl{c
lawrence banlls head

against wall as Felt fol
years. Roborn a3 'ZOs
nouveaa lahic deily,

recruits Slobhan for '905
Peters & Lee effect...

what s $ greät .bout Britath and tn
parflcutar Great Bntish pop? ,The

clmate. lt s geat ro tive in a country
w.ere wnen yoL wake u0 in the
morningyou [now you e notgo ng to
rn'r a rzard on your foJehead,

Wh3t are your thouehrs on the 1992
Ahorican Invasion? "tdon t tikethe
soppyCrazy Hoße drums on those
records. Im into robotdrummin!. The
!s cottege bands took tikerhe kids in
scnoo who coutdn rbe borhered to
ookgood and wore sandshoes and
you pushed them down the srats."

What's wong wlth betng patrtotic?
_rcode from Bimingham and tdo

norn ng but stag it ofi. And thaven,t
liv-pd thefe for foury-aarsl tjLst don.t
io.esee any situarton occuiring in
which lwoltd want or need b he
patriotic. whafs the point? tt s too
restri.ting, lt s a big world out rhere.'

Wirat does the Union taek meän to
you? "lt'sjust a frag tike any other
ilaE, a piece of ctoth you hoist up a
pore wnen you ve woh a war."

wasthe'706 the täst geät 9ri{6h
decade? "Forpop singtes, definirety. tt
wou/d be a traeedy if the singte died
out. When you loo[ at a chad nom
1973, you can whistte a[ rhetunes.
l'd buy those records roday. ptus the

atmosphere was less pressurised.
People were given severataibuhs ro
develop. li Etton lohn was stanirE off
now, he d be abouttoget droppe;."

ls the@ a tuture for British pop?
"Yes, but tdon t knowwhat itwi be
like. l dor'tbuy pop singles, t mainty
ouyerectronic instruhentat musi. l
know people saythar's because t,m
getting ord but ldo.,rthink it is.I
coud stitiget excited, shoutd sti[ be
buying five sing es a week_"

Which Ameficanbns voutd you tike
to see bamed? "None, like them. l
do it mys-alf. I went through a period of
Deingagainst itwhen twas ä subway

sect fan, vic Godard had thts th ng
aDour fevef using Americanisns in hi
songs, Bur realy tdon r mind.
6/adiäiors, the Wond Wrestrng
Feoeralon, you can moan aboutth.-Af
but ifpeopte didn,twantthem thev d
go off, woutdn t they?'

wh.t mak€ you ehaned to be
Brltish?'Nothing €a ty. t,ve ätways
häd lots to draw on fron my
expehences ofgrowing up jn a
panicular pan of Engtand, probabty
mo@ sorhan ir Id groM up in the
heart orLondon_ tjust constder mysetj
ronunare notto have been born in
Sweden.lt cou d have been a problem
writing rock n rott tvhcs there,,

U.loftuately, herek whai we actualty temed
frob: Bltzd Dare, WWF, OlrEtl Winfrer, bealrh
Duts, IIe-Me, She-Ri, Diei pepsi, Budweiser.
lLke TJ,Eon, seilhelp psyctott-"pv *-t"t "*.\l,ckey R.utre. ltrckoy Monse ana iehuson iihenediul. And theret woiie

Hcre's some more nees lou cd add to that
1]:!: Atice In Chains, pearl Jatu, Soundearden_
Snastrine Pumpkins, Sdeaning Tree, The Rei
Hot Ctrili Peplem, Helnet...it goes on and on,
ftere is a simple truth st€rins u in ühe face here.
On€ that vodil have been uthin}ably nDlashion-
able j$f a lew molths ago but is gainiDg
de€dence wherever the hip yous and the hiD
Iomg-atheart gaüher and discuss these rhings.
riad Cnnge is Liilins B.itish mu6ic.

ffaybe, just matbe, the British pop 6cene Deed
ed a shot ot som€thing as nästy ed virutenr a6
3ruge to kill olf the fas-end of the baggy boom
ad the more icipid shains of English indi+po!.

Dporrdtj mck ercuD od
\€\€mind i6 a grouna bmatring reua. rr we
@uld hare stopled it rhere, with 1,he Clash or The
Sone Ro6es of gtuCq tuaybe everJone woutttlre b€en happy. But sadly we didnl. We boushi

i! bdk, doomed to re@ive America's Lukers and
chelseas, thei. Pari6 Ansels and Oced Colour
Scenes. 3rd the iniuence of thess Dmblie.
sloiled, talenile6s, wftless no naks !a6 been;
debilitäting one. Enelish po!, üh€ besr Don music
in rhe world, h4 made t6eu sick on tdier of
Chicken Picl< Em Uls and Hosless Twin]ries.

G.unse ä6 a mD6ical fon tas a pedielee ühat

We could've handled The Glash
or Stone Roses of grunge, But
we bought in bulk, doomed to
receive America's Paris Angels

msrres the ave.age mongret took like a Ctuft€ besi
ofbeed, for the host part bog steddil btue_colle
HM beloved ofthe Enslish lrldlüds. ex.ept mLh-
ont üe mat s€nse ufit8osn hildiiv. ]rox u:rr
to bans vou he6d hard md rep€atedll agaiur
w8us and agajnst üe leads nf vou. Deere^ Fife
Tr] Blac& Sabbaih or Juds priesr or tee! puble.
A! lea6t fhey satrg abour pan and cobli.6 ed

ftbots. Somewherc at its eft4jt h€art, this musi(
knewit wa6 frrnnJ Now tkren ro Souilcardeo or
A]ico ln ch&ns. tr sfil tumbers aLona trL a old
Iron Maiden B side in deeD sea diver;s boots. Bul
thi6 music fmcies tself. This music is tryiDg to teu
us that modetu bourgeois societ, is a hollow
she. ..even if it doeE cotue oui tike, "4w heck, do I
have lo take out tte tlash now, Mom. Janie hasn,t

UltimaielJ it,s the peNonaliüies {or tacL ot
rhen) behind the new Amedca ftck rhat mat@
you line for Mek E Süüh and Sham Bvder.
Mar BolaD or Mozze! in his prine. Just lo;k ar
them. Eddie Vadder of Peal &m s sole fiDcrim in
interiews seem! to be Daj<ing you ftalie you
werc a litiile hüd on Detuo ioü Northside. MiLe
Patton of Faith No More ("Should I exüess mv
feelings in song or a poom, H"v, n"l Wt .t ".,Idrinl some piss ftotu a boor in6üeadn E;.
dglablt, lhe best of them. Kurt bd Couftnev
maxe you realise what a cra! idea couptes in rcck
m. At leasf you cd haye a laugh about paul änd
Linda. Ard at lest Sid bd Nancy fulfiIeil Bom€
Doral cnteria, @Deb, ifvou don,t nvise for th.sc
GCSES, lhi6 could haplen to yout plus they had>

Boys |(eca swt.stnc {1929
c: _Herc 

s anothe/ r€cora tou

Br'Lodgea rs the c osesr Eowie

w _Ne 
drcssed up 3s a woman_1-:rdeo Hedd tdnlhe

. ...t Eßted videa Sh.v ioa.

rr:.::rs Ne sjusr scuashed_:: 3 gane oiE ass w€äring a

llANDrxcO Bt.ck Rite (192J
e "Ihis is ofi anorher of rhose Lps
tharlou don rget an}mo@ the

M: "Because yoü ve got .Now

Thafs whar t Ca[ Music . rve got
one simirar to lhts ca ted ,rh.
saväge and sensuous sound of
Bongos , and tbe€ G 72 difierenr

w: (Readrng s/eere) "wowt so
much ror the four p e@ bandt,

M: 'rhey were rca y s!,t sh. rhey re
where heforlre 70s gtam maCe

c: "Ihe thing abod a tish music s
fs knowirg. I s lhe Bnlish arr
schoo thing. aecause the best 6d
bands 6ctua ly went to an school
bey lndels.6te rhe än n€ss -
unrike a llhe 4aD bands who re jusr
furr ot bd shn (cn s) In tact, most
bands funked an conege.

reäry know buggerct about musrc,
bLt he d been turredcrearwlv.
He's d€ad wei.d. kerhis on;
becaus€ n s eot ßaly good noises
on t \waits tat sound of son tuy
betng stahped an) Huftayl'

lü3 L.oklns cood UeTE
M: 'Wh€re orh€r bänds w6tch lhrs
/s spi,a/ rap on rhe rour bus, we
watch lre Frues: ,4// Yo, t€ed /s

w:1fs ike being inlo lre Beal es
without the embarassment öf rbe
Paul Mccartney e em€nt, wiböur
a ways being rcm nded orWings

s: " t Ms ercory thar they had är
as an prayrhg G€o€e ftansont'
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go down over Water oo station. Yöu
don\ get that in much ameican fock
The British have a ßa feelfor pop

What aß youtlhoughts on the
Aoeicsn Inva3lon or 1992? 'allthat
grung/ stutt. lcan't say I m very keen
I prefer pöp to rock, and a the good
new British groups that lrave beer
mentioned are pop rathefthan rock...
athough slede are quite röckish at
times. amercan rock, in fact most
röck, takes itsefso seriousy. And it s
€ce ved as il it s witten on tablets oi
store. What Ive seen ol MTV in Rado

tT.l:.i a1 Ca. : 1:

Rentals' window I don't like. hde
met americans who are a right. The
tour sts are sad, but lsuppose the
ones who have the money to come
here would be lllethat,'

what's wbng wlth belnE patriotlc?
"Nothing as ong äs lt doesn tbecome
jingoism. lfee proud and vaguely
patriotic about some th ngs. The Word
Seryice, the BBC. thinkthere should
ony be oneTVchanne. The BBC,
sociel)r wouldn tbe as fragmerled."

Whet do6 the Union lack nean to
you, and did Moiilssey do it t
dlssenic€ last Yeaf'There was a kd
at our schooLwho thought hewas a

mod and he tormented h s motherto
gethm.iishta parka- when he got

it he warted to sew a Union lack on
the back and she said, Ive not spent
t25 on a parkä foryou to sewthings
onthe back. So he had to sew it

nside the hood and wear lrls hoo:

"lfelt sorry ior Morisse! at i.::
buthe s been so dlsm ssve oi:i.
allegätions that llost Pal ence $:'
hm.lf he s reclaim ngthe nag ic ::
country lrom the fasc sts, grear -:--
he sholld clar! his pöstion.
otheRse he s beng tespons b.

who'3 the greatest living Brlton?
'Arthurscargill. He s been noc.ec ::
a figuE of jln and a pröPhei ol d.n-
but events have proved him absor-:e.
ngft. He tned to save the Brn sn.o:
industry. f anrthing, the situaion:
worsethan he said. To endure tir.
defeat that he did and stillnghi io'
those communties s adm rab e '

Was the'?0sthe last great Bdtish
decad€?'lsüPpose it was, atho!:_
nowadays it s sort of in vogle t. s:-
that. For me, the aftact on ol ilie -::
is that it was a bit off, a bit eccer'--:
a bitwrong. The people ooked
rd c! ous änd yet they ooked g.c. :-
the same time. Music and fashi.n :':
cultufe became st!pld y exaeEerar:.
and then eventlally imploded. BLi i.'
ällthe sil ness itwas the Lastd-..a::
in which peope didtry and imPro!.
society. The aos wefe a nghlm.r.
frofi that point of vlew."

ts th€F a future tor B tlsh PoP?
''Well,lhope so. lget dePresseo
when I watch IoP Of lhe PoP lt s sa:
to see someth ngthat once occlpier
such a place inthe nation s
consciousness come to this._

Which Ane canisFswolld You mosr
like to 3ee banned?'lliaie rl Fi.1
urey say, Don'tyou? instead oi
Haven',tyou? -You !e a rea'ly go:

sügar in your cofiee, dor'tYot? :
doesn t make sense. and, 1', ß.rI.
yo!. YoL mean,l'l wite toYoL .-::
likethe daft phrases tlrat are ne:^i
to be coo. use tfrem myser
'blowingchunks , ard exceltort: ..
just the cöiruptions orthe 0ueer':
langlage and grammar don 1 .E -

What makes you ashamed to b€
Bitish? 'Hoo igans: eftovers f.- r:
dars orthe Empire. PeoPe wir.
believe thatwe rea ydo sl a: r:
wo d oroughttÖ. Peop€ sto g.::
othercounties and think ii s 0i:: ::
rude to the peop e there. 8rt '."
people who goto foreign co!i:-::
andthen moan that the lood s :-:
and spend alltheirtime hlnt.a'.'

tt ÄRItt

&
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what's so great ablut Brltaln and in
particllar Gßat Bntkh pop? 'chiPs,
the Peak Dstrct, Scotand, culJe_
sacs and thelhingsthat happen n

then. When British pop is great its
great because of the Personä ity
behind the nusc. rhe sense ofthe

C0CKERC0]{SPIRA0Yäil:#i",IJi:,:JiJ,iti;if J,?ä!xl

Ten yeats as Sheffigld
neveFrans with faint cult

cled, Pulp crystallise
amateut dramatics

torcltssong approach and
classic pop tack at turn

of '90s. Reborn as leading
lig||t3 of GrimPlene

renaissance with unlikely
sex god Jarvi3 at holm

r rierent image every I me - the
:o sh peasa^t ook,the Ne{
rimänrc bit, boys nth€ sw'mmnc
:n.r. rhe sweaty athrDtes sqr€...
w, -Reently, BlY Mackenzie slust
::€n prctending not to be bäld.

c: "Ihes€ rwo guys aG su ne the
NiNena rör rippiiethem ofi. th nk
the ar€r n thrs N aana is lvlac c
ae! who was lhe guy who conned
John LennÖn for mlionswlh some
we rd rheory. He \{as def nitelY the
coo Bearre, rohn Lennon. H€d

W: 'This ls hudh catclrierthai
'sme rs Lk€ Teen Wlrabrl"

Nere To stay which isjust ke
'Back n Denim rrut essddedl
M: "rhis s rhe t€ck Defnton or
Soun'r used for'Mo rä lane s
care . ronathan Kngwas ik€ Ihe

34. after rhal they were oved
Cr 'l've gor some Sailor PLclures n
supe6ont annua s, and each
memb€r had a rcäly €xaggerated
ook a rofi, a eeog€phYieacher.

rcund hs neck$iÜr 0r- :_
w:'Rusir Egan Eas 1:i:- -i
coud've had a bg P i: '
c: al of s k *en:.f:: :.:: -:
puiks n Rch (id: r:i i '

stittT 6s



,i,riat s so great about Britatn änd in
p.rticuiar Grcat Sdtlsh Pon ?

l.n l lhink there's anyth ng gfeat
:_rri Brilain as such. don t have any
: ::t iee ings of ovetowärds rhis
::,irry Afd padicularly hate at th s
::.rr rerrospective stuff about ca4l

-_ fi ms a.d the like. wtr ch wee
:: n tev notgreat What makes
: : s i pop great is tlratthere rs some
:: :! .i lvryness änd dryness I

:-:rL.ose whatyou d haveto ca .ony.r: see! probäbry ln rhe besr otThe. _;s or whatever lt s sohelhing
-':rc:n mus c completely lacks
l. nr hr€ht say that rhey were a
:-_, rocr group, butthe pot.t s1hätj-_i N Roses say it and they mean it

: r. lea frowthey, take öur atbrm

'1o s rhe greatest tivtng Briton?ri : c rb answer rd say Räy Davies.
:_r rerr.ps una Ba nes, the great
:::.elboard p ayef ofthe eary Fal
: : 1as a big inlluence."

nrai are your thoughts on the
r-ercan Inväsion oi 1992?
r: ihink t was a pehic ous--::.e on the whoe. Im often

: -:::. as navng some|r fg ägainst
: _:.{ but rn lact i1s |re ffuence it

::: ..r 1. lr.ve on Brilish bands that I
::::::o Teefage Fanc Lb and
:-!-- r: seem ro be raking it at rs_ : r:ss eve. and there's no onus
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A BIT ()F IIIE AUTI{()R
Stranded after eighties hdie boom, ex.Seryant Luke

Haines embraces raffish Lloyd Cole booki3hness,
Oxfam wardiobe and literate English pop, declaring

himself a genius as lhe Auteurs...

to be d fferent. Ar rhese bands j!s1 Whai s wron{ wltft beilg patrtoric?
afiectnCthat straggry took, apeing oid .Quite a tot rea y. There,s nor a rotro
NeilYoung records. Dowe hale ro go be patrioric äbour in a countrythar s
through al thär again?" pur !p wirh rhe Tories for 14 vears. I

haven,r seen nruch ro be proud of I
What does the Unton ia.k 

'nesr 
to my liietime. Im nor a grear fagwavef,

you and did Monlssey do tt a politca iy at least. .vtwanred 
ro

diss€wice last year ? eave B.tain or, severar occasrofs.
'The l.rnion lack doesn t mean Maybe lwl soon. tdon,trh nk there,s
anythhg ro me. Bur rdennitey d dn,r muchIdpinelof. rräre ye oldeness.
approve of l\4ofrssey's act ons tast Tradtiona pubs?pu them down.,
year. Fre nas young and
rmpressrofable fans, änd to play Was the,7o3 the tast great Biiistr
arornd with thät krd ofimagery in decade?
times lrkethese lsjusr daneerous in No. We often serthis TOsrhnEhe-'ra - ,a..-mc,d,oo,, ."^, " .".;roor ._1m,.",
But Ive neler been a bigian of his. Or For merhe eärry,eOs wer. Oeneias
oJ his harking backto chanes faras pöp s corcerneo. rwas very Inro!d,,r -. H. pa ro lo!- ' o , ao rCt ,.öde i ör. 

^rör 
.rroio. ä U e mo -6r . ) hoot ..ä, , q. oro n€

Gang of Four. You dof,r ger ba::.
The Gang 0lFour any mofe s ra :
danc ng Marxists from Leeds

rs there. futrre tor Britis[ pon?
"0h, yes. Thrngs are veryoprim s::
haven't liked any Eng sh popg..,::
m years and nowtherete se!e.:
Suede have opened !p a door ai:
peope ke Pulp are cominglh.oli
rema ns ro be seen how bgrhes.
bands w becone Ert at teast tf: :
arc People wno äre tryingto br€a/ :
monöpory oTthat son of music rf;:
peop e just throw themsetves aga -:

which Americanlshs woutd you lr,
'None realty.lustthe inf uefce ol
Amencan fock groups. People s fg -:

ke I Mascis. ike Burger Krng. .:
[4cDonärd s I ike supermarkets .

a bit ofsublim nalmind contro.

what nräkes you ashamed to i,e

'Pentyofthings. Racism. a that
desp cab e BiUsh Movement crap
Our tendency tö keep harking badr,:i
VE Däy. I dis ike the sma rown nes:
The sense ofbgor[i. The iacr rhat
there are pubs ln towns 30 m €s
outsde London rhar a btack persof
can'r go intö I m sure I coutd qr te
handle living | ä big American cty



re de€ncl to fütfil theü selfieEiruction chic
Not content with coating British pop l@dsape

nrh a rüLy, chokits slick ofmetli@ hdd rock,

::e Yanls @ irying to lbiBi some slunous emge
-rltüe on us. Si4ales pu4orts t b€ about thi6
i-.F touth culture, yet it's jut thitlEowthine iL
:€attl€. Wuynet ttorld ald Bill Atu1 Ted Nerc at
last 6lDy at least üüil the eniire British dedia
aeclded tha0 you iad 1o 6ntl it fi@v Dude'i6m'

-as suprosed to be a psody ofvaooud us vouth,
rot a role model {o! every por\v-tailed recorl plug

:er in Iandon. And there's SlocÄers - the cheapo

a-t ho!6e movie @d the YFth tribe ,

vTTcH 6 BDEN lNx OF TE
o.l, let's be lai, the idea of m Ameicd getsa-
don who don't want !o do msagdeni ilailing
muses is a revoluüionary con@!t. But Britai! hs
iad slackeß for i5 yeurs ExcePt Ye call em
'dolites . And dolües dd thing6. Thev Mite fei&d
rbout f@tb.l, they make geat bcrmo re@rd6,

Lley 6eu rlraw doM the !ub, thev fon The La'6.

Slackers don't do an,'thjng except get dello stvle
öatues wntten about thed in the music pr€ss

dd nüUe on Mdk Goodief s EueninE Sessi.n
Most luilioous or all, The Clothd thoü

-tldg@iDe @d the Bdtish qüalitv süilavs haft
no* laiched on üo Gluge Fashion lt'6 a contmdic

uon ln tems, 6nt il ? Glus€ fashron s€ms to
consist ofwearing a Big Black T shirt mtl, wait for
it, jeam (appdently, theyre all ihe üge in
-rrerica). O\ and ihose Gemdn Adv 6urplN
pdkas with the flag on the sm. Gmnge Fashion
!as, at a süoke, maite The Levellers look like the
Pei Shop Boys. Ald whäi kbtt of fa6hion stäte
nelt is it when, com!*il to you, tour dad looks
liLe a iot of peacockish dedyi@ md sexuar

üreat when he goes oüt to wsh ühe cd?
lf you're mad enough to try 6omething a little

nore irevssible, how about body pießiqg? How
have you lived so long withou0 a bolt ihrcugh voü
penis? Piercees often remsrk that theü attach
nenis male thm mort Be\:Y, bui does Sdah
C.actneI have dy metal tbrough her tongle? Do

Sued€ come clanting on to the stage? There is
;omething {eid about leolle {ho wdi SEGAE

dd CDI lut ale wänt rings tbough their no6os.

Tleü evohtionary 6üaees are a little contu6eil

The Elglbh exouls featured in this isBue' the
Cnmlleosts iltou like, de at least trying to tm
)ack the tide of Amencs sarlorial polluimts.
Od@ shop chic is one thilg - ütelliE€nt scarcng_

rs - but öes6ing like you don't cde is otithetical
:r the very Epirit oflop. Äs LäMene i:om Delim
$ rishtly points out' "Ifrtu c@t be hothered to
.@k good, you p-bably can t be botheied to make

:ood re@rds either". So lel,s chensh Loz @d his
{cent ic foprishness, Pulp s cdnival of Bri_Nvlon

-riN6s a la Abieail's Party, Cud6 arv tale on
ak'n'rcI chic, Ilrc Auteus'@l Eum-arlboü*
-.cre, Säint Etiede'6 casudl '903 mod glMoE
id, ofoü*, Suetle'6 tbreadbare dmdvism.

There's no mystery in the new Amerim lock
-rereis no mystery about Kuft Colain, etcept
:reiher he's weanng ihose glsse6 for a bet.
ritis! po! ihiiveB on a 6sse of the enigmatic
::ett Ander6on,..ü he or i!n't he? Lam€nce lron
,tain...what iB he like? I wänt to kmw more
:xtrt :fte Auteus. I wst to forget everjthing lve
:-:r Lemed about the ToilirC Miilcets

$hen the Enelish vrüd and humourist (ves,

:!+'s trvo 'U's in hmourist) GK Che6terton

made hi6 first tip to America, US lmmigxatjon

conhol 6ked him "Is the !!r!oBe ofvou visit the

6ubveßion oI ihe Americe constitution üd the

oveith&w ofthe govedmot?' Chostelon replied,

"Not sole purlose of usit", ed found himse]f

locked u! for the b€st part of a dav He had lbrgot-

te! that ADericms ilont üderstsd üonv Thet
dD!'t 'do'ircny. Yet British pop loves öe wrv, the

auiLy änit the tongla in cheek

Pop doesnt h3ve to be twelaced md 6u!'rfi
cial, but the test alwayB renembeE ihat we're

deabc in äitifi@ dtl lose The new EngLi€h po!
DtuDB m as oa$io@te as 8nv mount or d*r_
Üeating ncbse. Su€tle, Sabt Ei,i€De The

Aüt€uß de aI ir the business of maliing the
greatest mEic they can muBter' Even fhe morc

lightheart€d of the gang. Pulp and Denim. @
6till ttuly, madly, doeply i[ love with the orMu_
licatile force of brillidü !oP. WlEt none of them

de is ednest, leüulanü, seü-sefling or dull.
But there i6 a serious loint to lhis gootl-

natued baitiag. The slavish accepi€nce of all
things Amsicd in the last two veaß häs dam_

aqed the way we see ou o{n dltüe. Ou
sandndenls were hooked on chocolai€ ld6' silk
ito"kiree u"d Glem Miller' We'Ie hooked on

Walde, Garlü, Ba!t, Kürt et sl, But our motives

de lhe same. We can't help 6nöng America sooo

sery. Nothing wng trith thst. Not st 1e4t util i0

I want to know more about

The Auteurc' I want to forgBt
everything I've ever leamed
about the Toiling Mid$ts..'

60 distorts oü re6poßes that äntone who cele

hate6 his @m1ry md his quirkv. lovable cultue
is seen as "a little Englodef or woNe, "a t4cisf"
Morissey behaveit very badlv iE 1992, but isn't it
odrl that he is preity much haded t NBmbers
fo. his ftexetlabl€ @bivalence while the loath-

so@e and prcvocaüve racism and sedsm of Ice

Cube is ch@pioned by white üale rcck jo@ar_

i6ts? A6 Omell said: "The British intelligent$a
wiü ac@pt anyone sjingoism except then ow!."

But, hey, let's lightan ü! As Sueile'3 Mat
Osn@ so demolably re!fuked, "Los Anseles is
the least ideresüng place in the world, ÄI it is is

sunDy." fou just ldow thai th€se banils wouldn'i
nale sucl wonddf!] music if their heads ween t
tuil of lib@ie6 in InDdon 6ububB, ldnv holiilavs
in the Lat6 DiEtrict, wei bus sheltelB in DoneBts
md the Bull Ring market on a Satsdav moning

16 the etebrated timplenism a movemmt?

Tske a look ai the bänds that this issue is chmpi
onirg as the besi oI Britüh, lhe home c!dd: thev

dont really leDlesent ä üiled fronü, but thev all
have thiigs in common lt mv be !o moft thu
the way they sing or what thev {ed but that's

tmroriant. None of then wilt e*r 6at,"Cat I eet
an Or@süa?-. None of them eill evd go out in
beachwee or glow ä goatee beed Thev $rI ruuer

say'Get A Life', the call siclr ofthe chndcallv säd

So, finally, het's u exhact fron The queen 3

next Christms sleech that has @re into ou
h6ds by means we cmot drsclde. We hole vou
don't hinal, @'an. "Äl JousenseD, Eddie Vediler,

Chrb Novoselic, Mike Paiiton. The British are com_

ing. Get a life. Desr wiü it. IIn}I ?'E

I|IE'D RATHTR IACK
Iime to rsclaim th€ Unlon lac*

nationaler.blem as lhe Britsh when arlRose
cavorts about in cy.e shorts bearlngthe Sia.s

and Stripes (a Jlag with its own sia ns)it s rd{
'ntoLltheatre. Bruce spingsteen uses the
Str pes to shame Reagan s Arierica Yet
Morissev waves the Union lack n a hamnsrac

bid to qlestion the sterle consensus on the

nag, and suddenly he's a Nazi
It s not healthy, Anagshould represem tn€

best n a country, lor all of its people bLt tne

lack is so poisoned by the pondliie atiacheo 1o

itthat no serious po tica party, no matter hon

nationaL st dare touch it
band. Who wants to associate with a sick mess

oi nostaLgia, redundancy and fear?
Yet at its besl. the Un on iack used to

repfesent allthatsuede, Derim, saint Etienn.
and the otherbards in this issue emboov:

tolerance, prde w thoLd hatred, hlmour'
openness, ten6c ty, decencyi opr mism
rvenrion and above allcommunitv spi l a

sense ofyour history. A combination or dogm-
short sighted philistinsm and cowardice has

prsed un on la.L aw.y ircm those valles
eavifg nothing but the bad stuffand the gu I

Dogma irom the gurus of right{n rne\

never cou d understand thatyo! car be prouc

to be Bntish without wanting a return tÖ üe
days ol the Rai. And they hated the iact that
the working classes remained stubborn v
patriotic. Phillstfism? Ask the Thatcherte
androids -thev tore dowr prde nvourpeop€
they mocked the idea ofcommunitv and tne!
threw upthe global bingo_haL nstead

and cowardice well, cowardice irom preql

.nuch allofthe rest of üs Noonewants 1o

bfeak ranks. Morissey s sum.ier ofiensile ta:
hysterically tact ess, but he hnew there vras e

vod atthe centre ofpop in 1992 jt no onger

talked about lile in Britain, Like The smilhs
once dd. Now, at last, there are people Llke

!! ggs and stanley who wantto do l acarn

car we loverhe lnion Jäc[ aea n7 we

shou/d.ltshould stand for llie best or lh n€s

that haDDen here and nÖwhere else sid l:f::
properfootbaLL, Pulp, the BBC The l{lnks ]1:
iam. a decertbus setolce, bhangramLrn.
ch ps in currysauce, pubs sery ng realbe€.
o,e Foot /r lhe GEve, ravlre, the Natron.
Health, black cabs, John Shutleworth..

The British afe t red of be ng asham{ :'
themselves and of anyfeelngiorthen c.-':_'
They want the bestnollors oi Brtishness
rescuing irom the ldiot stormtroopers. a_: -
therown tinyway, the bands n th s rss-. r
do some of that. Each one oithem cc-. Ä: :
a Union Jack and do nothing bLt gooa a':
maybetheyshould. Becalse if gÖod @!:
won ttrytogive Brta n ts cuture 0a.-. r:-:
are p enty of evil people who si .
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music
:as a philosophy, hovever goml€s.
idd to that ?Ä. Word, thc comllete
e eebling of chart po!, the rop O/
fie Pops presert€n dd th€ idiotic
boDciness of most indie-pop, änil il
look€d like Dnglish pop corild really
die oul. Aft€r all, music hau had
b€en lhe great working cla66 art
Ion .f the last cenlurJ, and it ha.l
disappeared wiüholt a tmce.
Couldnt it harJper to pop sroups?
Maybe Jim Eob And Fruitbat wolld
go the sdb€ way s M{ie Lloyd and

Bui now a new scenärio is jst
possible. One in which English lop is

r€ileemed from igrominy by Th€
Auieüs and Säinl Elienn., ctc.And,
of cource, Suedei no{ hailed on every
strcet comer and ev€ry wine bar tbr
what once 6eemcd t be a solitdry
dd Canule.]ike stand
againsi, senility and
Am€ricanisation. Th€se
däys th.y nust feel

'Yes,l do feel invin-
cibl.,' says Bretii, 6ilpine
at ljs tea in the fr€.zing cold
basemenü of a veegie cale in
Cärnaby Str€et. "I tnon thdfs a
sill,rr and .ash thing to say lnd
I'm ju6i asking to b€ shoi in the
ankle. but I do. I think some of
our new songs are lhe b.st
things we've ever done. I'm verr
c.nndent and thafs good becaus€
I caD start lo play silly mental
sames wiih nyscll ThinLing thai
if I chdnge my han or my $dlar
sbings we'll never Mite anotler

NIat Osno, Sueile's stfablc, wag-
gish bass player is fully arvar€ that
lis lile has taken @inevocable step

''I can'i, inacDe working lgain. I
tlük il wodd be the saddesl ihing
imaginlblc. Ere, that clerk ovcr
there. Didn't he used to be in a band?
Or becomins an A&R man. I ilon't
*ant to thük about it."

"It would le tmcrc if the bdnd
sudde.ly plummcted," agrees ts&ll.
"i'd lave to j ust go ofi md b€ ä star in
a codplel€ly difierent way. Beconc a
cotuplet€ hermit. 'ürat has seemed
nttraciiv., still iloes aclual\,. Utt€r
irianity has ährAy6 6eemed quite

None of i,he options need wonr
hin at the moment. Suede hd\e
tL. sorlil at their feet. Their
c€bui nlbun will have nore of
a bea.ing on E itarpop, hope-
tu]ll. thar an]'thing since,
rei. slnce Neler llind The
B.ll..l.s o.'The Sm*ths'
r '1!e Siore RoseC, by
rne creat lort hoPes

Brutt: "lt would be

tragic if the band just
plummeted, I'd have to

go oft and be a star in a
completely differcnt

way. Become a hermil.
That seems attractive,

Utter insanity has
always seemed quite

T0stttci

attractive as well..."



Brct* "Getling
recognised is a

::;dmp ou. dying nal,ionar art and
:.:a forgot lhol th€y had to make
:..o.ils to acliev. this. The Suede

-aüd shodd hav. an im€aliaiie
!i.c1 oD a geturation. Legions ol ini-
:rr.F colled Chmoü and Chintz
illl follow dd we will hate lhen !11.

rnd suede will become dch and cos-

:ered dil thef recoril6 will be

''W€l1, we't very {ory ofthis. The
iracklash will st€rt when we start to
nake rubbi6h, and we dont intend
Lhal ln bapp.n. You caD get arvot
lvitn ourd.r if youie got good

song6," he adds $ith a twinkle.
"But wete wärr of le||ing go of

oü lives and ending up on bulding
sites like Sisle Sigle Sputnik. The
songs will change and that's good. we
donl Fant lo elil up like the stones,
never develoling th.ir styte at all. A6
ou. lifesiyles chmge so $i11 our

"I'm looLi.s fornard io lhe hjghs
dd lows. In fact, they're cllnging
already. A song like 'Big Tim€'
colldnt have been {riäEn at the
star1. It's mu6ically quite imatue
but very enotional ahout the näture

"Eul, Ne ilon't waDt our soDgs to
only aplly on that definite d letel,
we'ra not going to write 6ong6 about
th€ lack ol vegetanan lood on the
plme...s1l those Moli The Hoople
ronss about the lain of being a rcck
'n rc]l stär. 'Big Time' isn't that sp€

cific. Ifs about beine ldft behind. Life
la6sing by mth nothing achieved.
Somelhing I 1eel v€ry strongly. Every
Jea. I'd thiü, Änother bnthdsy and
I 6till haveDt been an ?op Ol ?äe
P.ps. But it coü1d be about our par
entB. My dad rotting a{oy in his
housei Sl years old atd having never
had a bänk balance of more tho
!1,000."

This 6en6e of kinship $ith the
o.dindJ ud the neglected is cha€c
ierislic of Su€ile. Mat speaks
pas8ionately ol wanting to apleal to
peopl. "ivith no sense of rocl history.
People who just lister t the radio.
Iou emaselate music when you
thira you under6tod it. So I don't
l{ant .ur mu6ic to be jut enjoyed bJ
pe.lle who are loo|ing to spot the
refer€nces. I Fant it to be lored bt
people who dont sive a dMn whal

-{thoueh, ds Bretl loirts out,
1t's lery flattenng io be ualXscd so

:LTI]D anE sxr
:aatl. OnSou tl Bdni Sloe special6,
r (]cSD !rcjects, in faüines and in
:ilou supplements. Its slaried
.lready. The New Year edition ofthe
I'rirs/apn Magdtre catied a ralher
.id. supercilious aplrecialion ol

beautifrrl thing, Enioy it.
It's not as if you're
famous for being a

rapist or something,"

them as being mong the "face6 ofthe
y€ar". lt was clear that thcX rcallY
didn t uilerslaail. But wheD the sell'
desiclaied qulrity papers 1eel th€
need to 'aplreoate", then cleült
6omething la6 galvanised the deilia.

But this is no hype. Sueile have
acnieved this by virlue of produci.g
tho6e tlree singles, a tiny, precious

body of work. If Johnny Rotlen wd6
the dticlrist, Suede d. thc anti
Madonna. The antithesis of he.
neurotic exhibitiodsm, her luriil in_

you fa@ sexüality, h€r cräp records,

'I do think," says Brett, "that
6ode a6lects of our Englishne$ hale
baer cdtoonised. We a& inc.cdibll
English, but it's ju6l om facel ofwhat

"...He *!' pwhira hif tea.up
ouar," chides Mat. "we're .ot
lainstakingly English. we donl ref.r
!o Moris Minors...älthough Re do

"It\ more of a q@lily," mßes
Brett. "Some convoluted sense of
pdanoia and cla$trophobia.
Growing up in süall-tom Dngländ
where you had lo be a Bkin or a puDk
or a headbdncer or a nobody.'

Ar you still bafiled by Amenca?
"C oDlletely,' as s€rts Brctt Nith a

smile. "I 6till dont ude.stod whX

leolle d.es6 like that. Why English
bands pc$ist in Amenca.isDg
themsclves. I don't undersiand why
Amcricm musi. has to be so nditarl
and aseressive. LooL ai Henry
Rollinsi he's like a Sersemt Major or

''If6 not as much Am€ncanisation
lhal wofios me as globalisäiion,"
says Mat "I was in VieDtu re.entty
anil re,lly I @uld have been anr-
whero. I'm the oilr one ilho eats in
McDonalds and ii bothers me the
most. Ho$ ererylhjng has t b.come

''Hence Guns NBoses üe the
bicgest gloup in the world..." agtees

Suede'6 music, thankfulb, is in no
daqer of lecome hoüogenised md
bland. lts still inca.ilesent with
sadness for w36led timc, with the

"We'E slill quite a bittcr band,"
agees Msi. "There's an €lemenl of
rerenge in everytling we do Wc'rc
quile loved low but rve still tleal our-
6elves as if everyone hales us. You
can't go tbough a childhood dnd ado-
le6cence like I did and lose it
completeiy. So ve ilo feel in touch

vith our fans who arc perhäps ex!e-
riencing the disalpointdenls .f

"Thafs whät makes me rcally
angry when that guy frod Tcars For
Feaß says he wishes he $as ä

llumber. He.ar be:take the €tads,
eet some span.ers, Unless he really
neans it, he shouldn't say it. Cos iii s
unfair on all the peolle listening wno

''Ifyou don't llle being &ogni6ed
in lhe 6treet, then don't do photo-ses-

sions. It s as simpl€ ds thll You cmt
halrc Fur picturc on magazine cot
eß aDd then @ftphin about being
famous. You can't lave you cäke

and eat it," he concludes, iith gen

"Getling rec.gnis.d is a beautiful
thitrg. E^joX it. Ifs not as if tolre
famous for being a rapist or som.-

Mat is loath to soun.l like a

"singing social workef but he does

believe thät Suede may have €nporY
cred leople. "We gel, loß of lette$
normal lettei6, not just those
unheälthJ, obs€sive ones md peo

ple often 6ay ive have given i,hen
soüe ho!e, Ther.'s nothing lonelier
thsn 6noll-t @ England. At scbool I
thought there was no one jn thc
worlil like me. Ifs ä iightening
lhought. By likins Suede, sona lec
ple feel paft of a codmudty. They
lnow there're other leolle line th€m
out there and it sto!6 lh€m thinting
they're a mulation or a spr in the
midst otlhe human race.You csfind
soüe beautt in a s€nse of devidce or
uniaplin€ss. Anil that's a feeliig in
our songs that jüst isnt Epre6ented
in co.temporar,T music.

M{r EELß\rs rrl{r ralrs sEo wsrs
on in inteniews dboul how good they
de anil ihen don'l ilelivcr the goods

desene lo be beaten u! in the street,
This rvill not haplcn to Suede. They
stand relealcd as the heirs to a lin'
eage that includes The BeaUe6, Th€
Kinks, the Buzzcocks, The Fall @d
The Smiths. Theü debut album (due

out ndt month, and presently under
thc workinc title 'Suede') will feed
alp€tites in you ihal Fu'd lbrgotten
you had; for Dnglish music thdi
rcflects b.illiutlx thc jot, vicious
ness dnd nelancholy oflife on these

"i hope people de couniing thc
day5," says Mat. 'I bope ilej"ve set
their alms alreadr and a.€ eoing to
queue outsiile the record shops. Its
an importdnt record lot ,11 of us. lt s

a distillaiiion of 25 years of being on
Earth. So th€ n.rt one's going lo be

"Or much, nuch shorler dywlyl"
Never mind rh€ bollocks. I{erc's

EAT OUR SIIORß
Whitney Houston or

Watney'5 Red Barrel? Here
is conclusive evidence
that Britaln ß ace and

america is shite...

s!ti:-7t


