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'Iiuml. deli.nt. scfnrous, cro..Live . . . n,ade mc liugh nlond. Th{i b.sr pofrfd I
othdir n)J.r Iv. rcad'
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'f.ndrirriDs. vudd&l {1rh rrnents of berrtv rnorc arrcs rs rhaD,rydlng to be
iound n' r hm.t.ed busicr ard niorc c{cn.ble nafrhve\ . . . Ch.udhnri has

proved rh he cu w'lrc bcrl.r ü.r ju$ rbour any(lre,)f his gencrarion

, ,. ,1 ,;,. t)t ..j,.:

'Tbis inrmL:nn:ly subrle no!el borh errrns* trfd 8ürrlv sfokes (he surfa.r of
InSlisli.nd hdhr liLe. I lnoq,.f.orhlng ii Lngllsh nctd, drlt,esenLrlcs it'
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'r\n mDensch silrcd wdLer his n(^els irc cr.nurld wllh breal]traking
scrt.n.s, sliarp chr.rcrenztrtnn,s. .oinic rr fleces and ndd.h()ly g.ac. norct
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hrn.rln8. a \rork oi.onrenrpo,lry fi-ion br a world .lass sritef
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'I havc not been so excjrcd ut,on rea.ting a (fomc) new
\(nter srD.e cornrng ufon Laurenr:c DLrrrcltk ,jie xaübia O-!ßjret

inany years ago . . . To read Chaudhu.i is to offi:r yourscll
rl,. unmirie,rFd,,!d ,Ic o tr.rne:I rt,e,,,-npan) o. rl.

absolutely Iirst raLc, ro siic again tle possibjtiries
ofthe novel as an arr form,

JIM rr^RRrsoN

'No lovir oflircraturc r,iit tail ro bve tircse vnid novcts
ry a mästcr ot prose,

AN\rn Dr.r 
^RD

AMrr CHAUDIIURT was born in Calcutta irr 1962 and brought

up in Bon,l)air Hc is a gmduatc of Univcrsity Cloll€gc, London,

rvas al Balliol College nnd larer Clreative Arts Fillow at \\blliron

Collcge, uxford. llis frsl Look. A Shange anA Suülittu Addrett, wott

lirst prize in th.r Betty Trask Awards, the Commonwealth \\iitr:rs
Prjzc {ör Best First ßook (llurasia) rggz and uas shorr.listed for the

4g Cuardinnl:-rtionPt:12c. Aiünaon Raar\!on the Iq93 Southern

Afts Literalure I'rizc and won the Dncore award for Bcsr Sccond

novel. /)rerloil Sbng was Püblishdl in 1998 and in the l-rs, lt4rere

it was published t'ith lis first rwo books, was arvardrrl the 1-1

?lrnzs Rook Prize for l.icrion His most rc{tnt novd' A J{eu Worln,

was puhlished to grcat acclairn in 2ooo. lle is also rhe editof of
'I he Picador Book olrh&rn I dian Litentuft Amit Chaüdhurii work

h,s appeared n, various publicarions iricluding tlrc Inndon Rtüi|u

af Bo'ks, ttu Titnes l:iterdry 'lufpLenml, (:tanta 
^ntl 

the Neu) htlcr'
Hc lives rvith Lis wile and dalrghtcr in Calcutla



.ti,,${fulii{ra'oq8L!li,do

Contents

A SrRANcr aND SuBLrüL 
^DDkEss

^F 
IERNooN Raac

r7.5

IREEDoM SoNc

279

thL(rßord,!,iid 6 rr h4diio I ir i JünMr



3

AlkiLoon Raug

ofa househokL, e!'.n lh{r clumsv lcrl at t}rc sPoul of tIc mil!-

carton, lou.he.l 1ne. 'l hes. undcrgradrratc r(!)ms rvere IaIger and

rme comli'rtable kr look al than thii boxlike nnrdem rooms nr

roybuildins. A lighi hung florn the ceiling, cn(ilc'$d bv a comrcd'

,i;be-like 
'ha,:L,, 

an<t at i:vening ir gavc a light tlLar was l)oth

iucompas.lng -'a pirsrnal lhe winclov opencd on to a path to

the eaidcn an.l thc hall. and aLl da,v, lairghter and ürotsteps could

bc heard, coming ancl gohg, and these sourrls too bc(iar)ic a Paft

olthe room's Pre*:ncc
In lhc momnrg, I looked ti'rtard to lh' snalljoLrrncv I madc

ac.oss the roa.l, glancins righl änd lclt wilh ivjd ill|ercst li'r

orcornins cars, to scc ifI hÄ.l any mail Tbe Pigc.:'n-li'rl's' allcr

lc oot.rrr ur \" ' l'\' :r ur"'l I'rrr'url 'rl n s'"n'J t

,^'c.lo4 r,ur J ,. ' \l"r'l-t 'n'lq"n rl I '4'' rn

qot any, lhat srnall $'alk dicl not lose its freshn.ss and buovai)ry'

-a " ti"v ^'a 
ac,,te fc(iliig ol hoPc cljd nor dcs€ri me in all nrv

r.odngr. f".,", aboul hall päst ninii to im, thcre $'as a huLbLrb

a$ stuilents sloopecl or stood on LiP toc tc' Prep into pigcon holcs'

and sorted ancl siiicd lettcrs, and thc mail'o"m had au a'r ol

optimism, ol Leing in touch \drh the uni\ersc, IöuncL nowhere cl"'e

irj Oxforcl. \\hen thcrc uzr krrters for mc rhc circrp' bhrc Indirn

aerogramlni:s lrorL my rnorher thcl lay thelc inro'cntlv liLe

oifts-trom a Santa Claus' they d not s€cm rnatcr;al at all bu(

marical. Like siels. Ihen I rcouLd rniss ihe sP{arial f'cling oi

nrorr,i.gs at ho-", I woüld thnrk benrgllv of nrv trtothd's gooLl

l:alth. and trorv she r lers {iom rLc'lhing bxt conslipalx'r' how

lor Lhrec clays shr: rvill go without haling bd:ri (o the loilel' wirh

an abstractctl look on hcr fafc, as if she {elc hakhnig an cgg'

Secrcliv€lv. sh. wlll con(xil a rnjxture of lsab:lol and watcr'

a:rd stir ii ftrociouslv bclLfc drinknrg it l'hcn onc ciav likc a

revelarion, ;t will comc, and shc uill have vinish'd frc'm tlrtnan

compary. \'lv fathcr, a great generalizer, tlllcct<r of prc'vcrbs'

,l'ow' "o.,|cc.' 
o",' tter heahh, djsPlavs no trxiiiüess

ii".#ä",,..",:":ii, ;;:,ij;'f 
"1,,,:i: i 1$:T:_: fi li#

!;i;T:l-:ti."üii i.Tät i;,1 ;:lH, ":::.T"l,t:

jl:' Iirli ;l::i;1,": :":t..r",, ^t: ;il;l"rll
;-:ii1 '":t ;;'tl"i,.;,-i ;i,i ;, ;',,:j ;::,,",;l
ilt:l::'t:llt; ::- :t;t:,1 dd, nk,,,,p" P"

krr,. L o, r--r ,r.,, ,.-,,r,r ,;; - ; ,,.:l; 'r' i" ' iir'/p r'd .

" 'l,l u" i, ," ,,.,,....,',,J,,', ;,.: "l ,:;:":::"
,lii, i, :"",,',"1' "'.,i ;: 1,.. 1 :: 

" 
I ;l I,i;i: : i ;i:,

i:.:;I ":,.';:i,r:l il :, ll" ll, :: I ;1" ;":T:;rr"rnad. hcr n(:olnibrrabtc, for I rcrncmber her as a compoLtnd

:r:ö:li;i ilf': ilil r',i:fi ::.;:,lnh.lü
iüi'tiirH'5,"' i:x"ä,ii:*T:il,::i:i,i,i,*ul*l;
rrer roorn. i{;ttr the photographs on lit. \

,.!r,tr:*l',,..,',.,l:i;#.:,:d;üll:;l*{"*:.l ,url,i,! rl,. n ir.i ,'i-\ u,.,.,v^.n, ,t i

;ll"-,t,l ;* 
ji:i*nTr 

J:l :J1l.*r:i;.



, th..lirmiture in MaD.lirä,s roc,m tltr lred. th. stltdv-tablc, lLrchar, the cupboard, üc bookshelves _* uta. ."a,,;ns. .ih"
amrch..'r was soljd and sroii:, anrt sccrncct to crac c rhc qale thatexistccl L.thccn irs thick arms; one lLtr p.orccrecr whclt one sar jn

ll A l Lc ,. kroi \lJn,t,, h",,"r.,. q, r-,",1. :,,,.n,.,, 
,,

li:::::'. 1", "1. ,,) rrnrr.,frr rh" ,..m 1., ,,n, r,., ,"fi,1.. rfr
ll'll,l'-n-"i d'- '' r$Jn' 'nc"r,r''|,nm, ri'n,n.,h"| - r!s_..r, d ,tr- v,,Jt. ,.,r. | ,,ni,idl
r.rrr ,1..' ,r.,,rdl"r rl ir ,r.nLtr.l r. h-r,,,,r ; .i,.t ,,,,;n,hi.
ll " I " : ß",.. , ,. r;, . |.., is.,-, .,.,a. rrr.r"nr, rrr"..,n.) - s. r,. dn.t .lF, t* i1 t,..,.n...rF..r,.,J,!r.J.r..u,..\,h..,s
wrth.whi.h one establishes a retationshjp that f "at,.at aniundnr-king, its air and light rvirat one sharcs w]il, -r"\ rlough;;lts deep, unambi$ous space, whertrer ln ,tayLime, c,. nr .tarl,res,$1,'r.rl r,hehr h,. lF-n strr.,h-,t uf. \J,J, q,c. ,r- L,_k ,,.ri 

., 
r. I f. t{ | ., rt , h..r. ir hd,l ir In., ,r". ., ,rr,, whr, r

ll,lf",:'-,":" rlr", rr,r ,o,,r I,n.r.rr ,,r,,\^, or,j.,, rh.,r i!$ry. $ir' r.,f..l.oj,. ufh-r r.,,,n. | ,. ,r\.r"1.-tt.' o'nur Len:d,".rr-,t.,,f.onr"rh c. rt nor .nrr.o . h,r,:rqnl J \jl.nt bur r.lirbtf erP.rtnnrv

ll-:,:r:'l n:

l' ':'".,'"1",. l."",ra , ",,. r,p ,h. Lr r,,.. i,,,r ,.,F, r.\l.,n4ir | ,,,,ni ,Q ,r.r ,.r d h..rt. t,,.,,t.1o,,, ,"t(..g
to tlrc Amcrican girl {.ho live.t oDDosire w
r,v 

1," -"' a,-'r"." ;;";; ;iffiil1i::# h;T:li5
contiDue dreir {ronvüsarion, and I !!ott.l sir on th. (irail and\\i h \,f,.n.liri, tr.,, (: tru n r,.,. I ^,.t.I Ji{, | ., t. ,,..,c orh'Irr.Jb'p q.,1..r.l ,., Jxr n. rr n..,t. ot t rhr,r f,,r ,"rl'ni'r'F.,,1,q$,,,,rd..,\eun,t,,\..n- .tr.r.,"rnrd
ro 'no., | .rr.r,, ". rr d MJld n . t. "d rt " ,,",,. Wn ,r q ". n;,. rgwas iltc backgmund soutd of old people arct childrcn. ol babieimd nrothers, of farniliesj insread one hearcl peopte rLrnning uparicl dorvn rhc staircasc, or visltors approacrlng and knocking.

Alt.noon Radr

There was a toilet near tbc room ivliose cjstr:rn gurglcd candidly

ear-h time somconc llLrshcd it, and a bath to which men ir
drssnrg-gorvns wcrr s.ten,nly in the evering, an.l women wit]l
toqcls arounrl thcir hearts, less solemn and with an air oflrcedom
From rlie bath e!'cryonc rcrurned radiant an.l cle.rn, and slightly

ashamcct. As I passed to or from Nfandira's room, I worrld

encounter lhem bur not look at ihcm, for I had leamt ihat ihe

Dnglish do not conside, ;1 p.,litc to lL,ok ar each otlicr, bul
ncvcrthcless I rcm.mbcr the erlbaffassmcnt ol lhe trerr. and thc

opulerl lowels likii Moorish trrrbans arouncl the wom.n's hair.

r9t) r9l
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stoppcd by an liigiishman rvho r"c,uld politcly rcclrcst thc young

mar's permission to hkc his wili s piciure. The young rxai Nould

then, äs hc still docs vr olien to so rrany things. give his good-

natured and gentle asscDt. Prying bul harmlcss old $olncn would

enquirc, at lonely Lns stops, rvhat lhc rcd dot or nry mother's

lbrchead sigrificd; and ibr many xlonrhs, a Iricrurc of her hung

among ottrer photus al a studio on R.genl Slrcct Such a good

cook was shc, anct such an irxpircd purchascr of ]ic'dng md
stewing lanib. rhat my poor {äthcr, ncglectccl anrl rrndcrft:d for six

years, rapidly gained ircJght and happincs after rnarriagc. \{hilc
my nother took rp a tulftinc clcrical iob, mv father sat lor

and, at last, passed his Professional cxanß lt h.rs whilc working

at the lndia Oßce, an.l makiug.onvcrsalion with tLe large fislr
monger, nho r:alled hcr 'Love' and llear', and saved thc PKies
of turbot and halibut rnost Precjous t(, Ler. that she picl<cd rrp

spokell J-nglxh. Like most tsengalis, she Pronolirx]es 'hürt' as

'hcart'. and thb' äs thcc , Iirr shc br:lorgs to a cllture with ;r

mox spacious concept of iime, which dcliberately allorvs one to

naivcly and clcarlv expand thc lo$clsr and )nt hcr speecl js

doitc.l wilh Engliü provcrbs. and dcli.:atc, un tndian irtßlruc-
dons like, 'll's a nice day, isn't il?'llbcr. most Indians would say,

slraightlorwarclly,'Itt's a nn:e day, no?'Nlany ol hcr senlenccs ar.
plain rranslnü)ns liom Br:ngali, and have a lovabl: honrel,v nrel-

ody, whil. a liis,rclain thc; lnglish inflecliot]s, anclare swcct a'ld

foreisn as the sound oft4,isding
:Ihey rciurncd to lndia by sca, on dre Änchor Liie t irst Class.

Those $'crc thc Lrsl dats of tlle Uorl.l's lla|ness, s+re , as rn a lrap
in an atlas, the contjn.ints werc still enrbroidcrcd upon a vast

blue handkcrchicl ol watcr. Th:rt liftccn dayJong, fioarlllg tlorki
bet$een two rvorlds England and India surrourded on all

sides by horizor, remains rtearly in r,r- mothcr\ rüld as a bricl'

enchantnuit. $hat man€llous food $as srf'cd. bolh In.l;an ancl

Continental, shal m.morable pudctiDgrl In thc cveni|g, thr: ladies

\\'urr-n nr:,qorrvcr rhe Tines of talia each rrxrming. nry father
spares a Dinutc lor the carroon by R. K. Laxnran. \\rhitc my
mother is, like a magiciin, maling u ridy sheets djsappear in
the bedroom and producing {iesh ro\lcls in the bathrurm, or
braving bad \t'eathcr in the kirchen, my f;rther, in rhe extraordj.
na,y Chincsc cJm of thc drawirs-room, is admiring rhe cartoon
b)' R. K. l,axman, anci, il my mother happens ro uc tnere,
unsclfishly sharing it u,id, hcr. Sh., as exp.cte.l, mjsunderstands ir
rcmpletely, laughing li,t at drejoke but ai the cxpressions on the
laccs of th. cari(ianrres, and ar rhc hilarious fact rhar rhey tall to
each othcr like hum:rn beings. On imporrant clays, Laxrnan
o.c pres a targe square in rhe centr€ ofthe newspaper, whjch he
fills witli crnect or süaighr lines rhat sfrangel, look ljkc primc
mnxters and polidcians, pur.sued by hain, alegorjcal monsters
callecl Comm|nalisn and Corruprion. On thc rishr hand corner
ol rhe page, there is , smallrr sqnere, in which sna scale
absurditics and dcsrinies arc erract.d, \r.itnrssed through a windorv
by a passer-by, haplcss, rnoustachecJ, bespedacled, i:hil.t like, in a
dhoti and ch,:quered j ackel, hc little knowins thär mi ions resard
hnrr daily rhrough üis orher wonctcrtully simplc ivlnciow around
his world.

\,fy parents kncw cach .,rhcr li()m childhooci; borh werc bom
in undnided Bengal, in Sylher, which is nolv in Ranglaclcsh. tn
dre late iöriicsj my farher went ro Englancl, anct six years larer,

'ny 
mother; there, in l,ondon, the).,vere nnrried In those days,

Indian worln-n $ere stilt a rarc sight in Dngland, ancl otien, as
the ni,$4y lrlanied conpl- \etked clown rhe road, rhcy woutd be

22.1



nr sarß and evening drcsses! a.rcompanicd by ih.ir husbands, wcnl
out to the de{rk ro e|jov the (!oL air. $hen darkness fals ar sea,
and dre onl\ light is rhc liehr on the deck or which people char
lviih each other as i{ o1L a promenade in a towt, drcssed;r clorhcs
selcci.-d afier quict anct Inobtrusivc me.tjiad.,n lhe setecdon
rpresenting somc solirary, nrdividual hut habitual preditecüon
which orly the spor$e ri,co$izcs how uniquc,;n üar.lärkness
oi nater ancl sky, rnust se.ür lle h|maD .rrcatiori ofcveringt l_!,ery
fcw days. rhere was a parrv ar thc .lining-hall: a balct pla1,eä;
oth.rs rix)k pirt jn musii:al chairs $hile nry parcnrs {.atched;
oftcn, classic fitlns I'ere sho\\,n. SÜch an air ot cctcbrarli,n irs
echo renrinds mc ol similar occasions in nry chilctkx,d. only
I arn not prrsent. \\'hcn I imaginc my parcnrs as rhe,v ,!cfc beftDe
my birth, it is like.ncoünrcring rhosc lrho are both farniiiar
and r:hangtd, like rernenizlng, wjth sirdden plcasurc. chitdrtn who
have r.turnell home nft.r mlny years.

15

AFrEx SnEflr--\z aud I hed l,een sflinLs €ach other 1ör dboLrr a

weel, I invite.l hcr to lirnch at ny collegc hall l rvaltecl in front ol

rle lodgt, Ioir:rnrg inlisibl)' while pcoPlc '!erl about' rushürg'

as thc,v ah{ays do, rvith a special morivatc.l speed at lunc|timc

thc rrrly thing fixecl in thal sccnc was ih.: tortef, who sat inside

his loclge, il e rvorld a littl€ dctached fron ours, and ignorccJ

me stoli.lly. $hcn ltie clo.k süuck one, I bcgan lo $alk lo$'ards

rnc hail, ard Shchnaz camc frorn bchind and caulahr uP u'ith nrt,

somewhrt breathlcss. lve.uned found thc grrssy oval Patch
togethcf, and cntdcd ä loonitrg lunriel ancl tLot €mcrged lnto

the seconcl quad, s;lh a largt sclurrc ol grcen to our right, ancL

to our l.ft, rhe L-sh,pcd lä.ade ol thc ol.t buildmss, wiih dreir

ürnsecuiivc slaircascs and rc$'s l)1 neighbourLy ndows lt must

halc bccn a warm day, l'or Slrttraz rvas ireä.ing a t'ltitc cottor

lop, with a mcssage suPPortixg thc Pales6rian causc Prinled
boldll tpon rr. cndnrg in a vivid cxclama(ion mall<; I noticed lhcn

hov srnall hcr brcasts rvcle, l$() srnall bumps bencath her loor
top, ancl how bonv arlcl lhi. slie was, hd collrr bones Iadiatins

delical.ly an.l slmnerfically beoc'tli her ncck, their olrlnes
becornins (:lea.ü as sLe b.nt foru,1rd

'lhc hall hacl gleat l.nglh arrd deplh, and yet, trorn lhc

omcnt one joinccl rhc qu ,e .rollc.ting trali anct löod, one Iäilcd

to sec it ilr ptfsp(tdve l hat rlav I n:alized, witl the disaPpolnt-

menr oDc lacls $h€n dis.oYering anoüer pcrson's hid.len traturc'

thar Shehnaz uas a rcg(itaria. $Iith a platc {uU olpcas and salacl,

shc slood taiürg lor nlc lo Pa-v at dre till Fccling ill at ease, we

thcn sat lacing eacb othcr at onc ol thc lenninahl.r paraLlcl

,2.1



hbl.s drar ran liom one cnd of the halt ro rnotlkrr. Light filied
the transpar.nr scctions ot thc sraincct-glass r,\,n.iows. Benealh
tnem wcrc portraiis of rhe clcäd N{astcrs of üc coltcgr, tuminous
t'r-,|. ^ ir , o. LIrr. .rrt Fpr ., tr rh. t, ra|. s.r. rh" r.rtJc arür,ri rh.al,'r.- -e r'au/r,,!. It,.\ |",k-tro,,td.r r,,ir,t, \..
wrih straighr black hair and ciean, ininarcd tr.es, 1.",,i,,g r,,.;r,
i 
,,,,. , ,,, ,",.n .,].,, 

i., 
, .,""" ,t,.,{i., r,.. ( .t,l|r ,r., v. o,

'.rir 'L rur\\.ri..u||.i .inp. . r d .".,.iIL ., \,.,,r f^r, |,r.,^kFJ.rnus.o ihF lJht'. tr .,1,",.r r,-. rh,\ s.r,. nr,, w".rFr i/.4
.". ",l l,,. t,..uu,..rr ,.r,.tr-. ir.lr.r:.u,r,1.'uIir! ..J,\ ar,r' tdnp t. hI,h.\ ,rLI\ .1,,f, , n"

r.r l.r . iiF.s Iu,a,i ,!,t:r t, i..rd. r.,r ,h,.",t,,n,r.r .p,
buoyart, and firll ot mo\ument. t.trev made a clornesric noise,Ik;
i)rolhcrs üatching a loorbaLl nlatch on television, wirh sorndr
that siglrificd violort disagrccment, or narive excl:rmati.xrs ot..' ro,,r'hL '. hu' l-F) n chr h. \, I,c"n. t., J | | knFn. J:..-r"rn' n,Ir mdr[dl ti,|,,u1. " u-,he:r { .,t,u. \\l tr r, " r r,,,,. .tablc as o r backs-ounct, Shchnaz anc{ I ate rogcther, morc or tess
silenrlv

\4hen wii carnc out l'r.,rn the hal. ,!e sar ror some rrll]e on onc
oJ rl p l,.r' I ^ un rr- fttq- .r .t,. qrc,.n .a,r...-. ,ir ,,,., t,,, \. , .l|r ,b-..\ q ,Jv$, fn,r, .hFr. sl,it. v. ,at.,.d, *,. , urr,,r .-c
lF,t'l-^l^h,üri rr.lr d turr, ,. dtrt.",ri e r,"t.,,.r ,t .,,Jtr iId
:': 

.1''..' c,".,,,"1 R,,,n . t,r ,rrpi I s ,. ,^, .,$i,- ., i, I.r r,\lrn,li r-. ru,,rr. $r,Llr .t,. h. trr$t\ n,.,rlrJ r,. trt,; ,,1 .,
ovcr our shoutders. I rvoulci latcr become tamiiiar with irs irc-
tanl.arl: rvindow, $hosc shuucr was tifted on hot days. Oll the

.- t"'. .,,,,4 ,t,"r. \, J .k\.iphr. I r,, .$ etJ. rd
,u.l r'..nr,h..r .,Ltr, ,ILt" J.,1,tl .r. r ,{..,,.r r,.

'r. lrr 'ü, 1,9r,,r,,1..a,t,,., r,tr..r.r ,,,.. tr.,rt,. , .,_

1i,",..-:..,," rr, n L-, h tr s,, L,\ ,l r..^\trer,, r, rr tuurro ta..
ro.fllv 1\ rdn.lI r s ruunr.
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THE RoAD thal lecL to Shttrnaz's collegc pass:d. al one pornt, ov.r
a canal.'l'hcn lhc road bdrame, ibf a \cry tiny (lislärcc, a bri.lgc,

ard one could sii on tlLc $äll on oni: snle bel;rrc cnt.rmg lhe

'Ihe canal had its.,wn lifc. Du(iks cliirbed .uriously on to 11$

ar'k, t..'l,ll,. rt u ,1' sIiIsil|'j "rr rr'.r i- 1,:
twigs, b.arlch.rs, ard l.r.\'.s.lrificd i1r li.rn th. soulir aid l.av.llccl
norrhnarcl. Sornetimes Polyih{rne bag c,f can in

the wat.r. 
^nd, 

ocr:asionallv, a pai of tall, Irnhunied slvans alv,

hcaded towarts a clestinatitn. SLrch w.r the ctail,v j,rurncys on

tLe canrl. but oncc, I sar' nvo [relr alrd lr wolnnn oul on a Punr,
laugllng ancl slxrutilg, ancl ,s I wilch€d from abovc, lhe bro\lT
tops ol rheif hcads. .r cornnrrnny of lcgs, and tlr intenor c,l rh€

boat '!lth iis porti('red spaccs and shadou's bccame, Ior a liw
mome!rs, visihlc, a slirlrpsc oI dark scirtcies. On thr: <r,lle3e sirle,

thc grassy bank slopecl upwar.ls, l)ut on lhc orhcr side, th€re r'.s
a black ivall 

^n.L 
dre t acky.rds oJ houses. Nhcn one elrrercd th.

rcllege, ancl bcgan onc's w.lk iowards üe rooms, one sawi 11r thc

right. across thc (iaxal, signs of.tomistiflly scldorri secn in thcst:

parts ()1 Ollbrd, sith ils snrdcnt fhls aüc] cri.l, si:holaslic buildings,

anct clsewh$c iD [ng]ar)d nrainlt fIorII lrain uindo'ls i.lentical

squre backyerds, each ltncing iri its pcculi;rr orsalizarioD of
clothcslincs, larrndrv, chil.lrcn, cars, alrd lvomcn. bi:giuuin-q sucl-

deniy al onc point and ,rncling as sudclenly at ,nrther
Shehnaz livcd on rhc first floor ofhcr l,uiklitrg, i

rinjcr and mor. nrodcm tlan inin.. Next lo her bcd, \'hnrh duriig
thc day servecl Äs a sol,r, were $cvcrrl "-hclves wilh books on hislory



l" l- "ll ; d-r^$ 
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:.1 i"l l" rhF r,uuk. \,d.,e'h.,i, ,,.rc. o,, i :, .,,n,.,
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-1,, 
iara\'ay r:orrnnies. .,,.i*i"e tl.exculng nnaguary r\orlcts thar graduares tntoOi,. V.,',t," ii,Ur

i.""-- l .'tl 
:rr 

i'. 
!p |,'F n.',c,,.r.,,F,.,,,.n.".r,1,,),,r.

lrl. i| slI h.,J/ . ,o.,, si tr i, r, ,, rt,.. ,, | ., r,,

i''il ,-'' " "' p't'"r-'i'p"'.' ,',i', u, r),'^,J ult.o,,,
i-,,'l-,,' ",",., .,".1,1,1,tr,rF.,, s,ii,,,..,..d d ra,,t,sho..
:' ,' ":-,,,",' , rnol.d. h, |.".tr .. t,,o". r. r .,,,_ r rp, n,t, irr,.,-\.rqtht.n, 

",,*"1..., ir pirrarrr,, t..s ,nan"rr rort.r,
"'j :'l-' ,.'"'r", ,l hn\ *i,,,," ,.,,f Jn",.,,.to,, . lh€r,r,ts rd,' i r',, .sil r ,.{ ,rr <L.. I.dl,.iu., In.,, rr ,,r .,.-,j 4et
lll . ,l " """ " 1,'^ :'.' . 'r' .. J p.,,, ,F,r .. .,.r .i q,
"-,', |1":.f." ur d {:d, hFU r-,FJ,ne.royt) ,,$dr,r.., b,,,hlo rrF,\ \\h,ru,, ..,,ilsr,l. r,,_ ro,,rn Inl oo,.ct .,u,.,I_ hala scnse of beine surroundcd on al1 sides by space.,if.,,".. *J
:* "I :1,d.','.,.,,rou,,4 i,,.-,,,,.",.".,,r,\-,rr,.,.L"rl
r1 ,r'." r1 rü. rd t?ü,p n \ ,|uL, Lr,r"..in1. ,. .tr., ,U,t ur rlr,
.,rr' r.., hi-, I Slr, hrr-u tr, .n ,,, L_,1 "r ,t | ,jr hu o||_,t t,-r\nrrr Dr -u'h l'ri1i.,i .l.,\.. r,r.,J. ,ir,l.. nul,l lr .F.,, ,,.nrln,
''n r', 'rld.,.D,"i.t,\ .i" I h. "r ,t,n dna h., ,,nr' .h...r,u.r( nnLr rL ot i . n\n t,,"..L" \l,,ae I. ,r,1.., L,.,, itrrlr.nq]|(rr |.i\\pr. Lr..^. , d i. .t|.r-r,. dn,r il.r" s jitrp,r rh,., . u..e

:lll 
,i " -1 .r.r' ,,, ,1, r,_*h",. ,,,a ,,"., ,,,

Prco.cupred squx.ets. l{üenevcr I lookcd trp that a{ier|roon. Irvould hcome awarc of thc fixme of thc rvindow, rtich cl:arcd., il,r., 1 ..nd I r,ijrdr, nr i p,r.,r.iin Lr^...n,, r.-t,F,.,,,J,r,-{ri\ ' | | .ilt t $., ial,...,t,l,. |lur .u t,.,^ ,, rou.
skv. not to Lc sxfprised al how irxridenral. like stagc-scts, rhcse

and I'ow spei:ilic rhe huxran rchearsats \^,ithh rhenr,., l'r' r.., r'i,,.,, ,,r.,. U,rt,l\d,\ , ,r-t,. , . ^ ,., ., r ,, i

l,l:I -"';',,,",,,jrede.,,n,h. r,,,r,.,r.,,,.,,r,-.r,..,h,.
' olrIr.. l,) .r ;1 r'r, . ,t,tu.r. u, rh"r r", d".1,.

t7

'IHD wAr.LS in \{a dira's room llacl PLotograPLs shtik |o tlrem

with l]hftacl, an.t pc,snrrs ol Creal B;tain. showiig the intcriors

of churches and cathcdrals, ar.t pnrces ol papct thar liacl velscs

tvled upon thon. Grcelxrg cards fron tri'nds all o\ef th{: $ofl'l
were auarrgcrt upon the rrantelpicce, ancl on thc wall opposit<,

b,v thc vindo$. lhcrc $'as a board b which lvas prnnecl an

anrazing anay o' scribbl.d rnessages. lecnrre )ists. ard pür1€d

or handwfitt.n invitali.Jns lionr acquainlanccs, tutofs, collcgc

vrcietnrs, and tle students' ulion Therc temcd lo bc a grcat

crori'cl of pcoplc scaltercd througl thc collegcs ol Oxi)rd uith

rvlLon l\{ardira was on lirsi{ämc rermsi larer, wLen hr:r lilc

b(anrc more s)iitari-, morc noctunral, anclwas sprtit nlorc upon

rhc anricties $,c cfe,tcd lbr oursclvcs. thosc lellcrs slilL staled

pirtrrcd ti) lLr t)oarrl, no longcr Iepr.sentina hef olh{rr lile orriside

hr1 roorr, but a lbrgctlirincss, ü€ clttes misscd, thc evenrs long

over, but lh.leclufc-lisrs ant{ itrvilatic'n cards rcmai rgr+ron lhc

Loarcl as a hguiling and innofent suliac'
In Oxlör.I, th€ rnoLles of social cxisrencc ue tcw l'ol ra'igibl'

LIL( ih. längiblencss ol this erist.rre (nrviirsirLg at Parlics,

stu.lying al libraries, goi g to lc.lür.s is a Le s'mc Lirnc 
'lream'

likc. Sorrrtimr:s thr: occasbns rcm likc nnagcs thal onc has

ploicdc.l from $'ilhirr lor one's orvu enti:rLainm<rrL, until thcy

fa1ie. as thc)' niun ;rRer a d)tain hour ar tüght Night brutgs

dardncss, thc rrnprying of the im^g(.s lhat nrad' r4r thc davi so

that, in lhc solilary niomcnt Lclorc lälljns aslc'P, tle 
'lav, 

an'l

Oxforcl, scrrn to be a clrcarri on{i is ibolrt to renrclibcr' At this

momcnl, onc knows lhai one has rro existen<r: 1br others in

228 ,,9



Oxlbrd, just as .,thers havc no cxistcnce 1br oncscll, exccPr i!
their absen.c. Drylight and \vaking briDg the fccling o1 having

travelled gral distanccs, of arrlving, at las1, at i Plxce that is Dot

hornc, a fcelilrg that canrtol b' 
'\actLl' 

fccallcd or undcrsiood

latff, brrt irhich oc.Irs al thc same timc clch rnorning, uDtil one

gcts oltl .r{ bc.l, chalrges inio one's troucrs and thirt. alid leaves

thc room fo be somcone\ 1ovcr, to share somrlne's bed' docs

not hdp, hui olly dishrrL)s thal liagile contigurätiinr ol €vcnts and

meetings, tlDt neural alrd dl]sirablc ilncßccli('r oJ Public places

and private ambnnxi, r-hat creates lhc surface c,f thc drcam;

in$t.,d, the momeDts c,l soliiariniss and sclf-consciorrsne$, suth

as bcfore slceping anLt at s^kjng, begin to rtcuf xncxPecredl,v,
jntcrrupting thc iloN and allocation c'l lnnc, ofschcdules, deacllina,

and appointmcnts. One bcgins to get distanced from OrfoLd;

more and more, onc secs it as one\ orvn drcam, an illusion or

rision cornposed reLcntlßs1v of others, but not shnred b)" anyone

elsc. Ttris is in parr an eJL.i of tno$ing rhar orc's relationship

uilh one's ]o!er could have onlv taken placc ijl Oxlbrd, and has

no nreaning outsidc it, and üat Oxford itsclf is a ternporal and

enchanicd territory that has no P.rnalrencc in one'! litc
Nlandira liied in a collegc anong unders'raduates The

rh,vthms and infl..tions, lhe sorncts, ucrc {li{larenr hcre liom

th.rsc of graduat. lifc. Ior onc tliing, thc inrF.n,tionalism ol a

graduatc building was lnissingj most ol' thc unctügra.luales were

lirglish, and, spcaling in ac(:cnts lhat belonged to different Lrrt

neighbourjns localiiics and rcgiors, the,v formccl a kind ollamilr,
constandy on the move, op.ning ancl closing doors, cngagrtg tn

intcmiinable cxrianges in the cofficl.rr, alld borrowing cach

othcf's provisi.)ns.'lherc rvas m urgent:y and P^nic in nlu.h of

ühar thcy did, lvriiiDg Netkly e$ays a d Prcpadüg lbr cxauin'
äti(ms, and tension expl.,ded.ith.r inlo laughrer, or remaxred

uncxprcsscd as silcnt resentm.nt. l4en and womcn niixed $ith

each othcr in lrrge, frierrclll groups, but ihcre was al$ a subdued

4dnoü P@s

tension l)etwiien üc scx.s lhal camc out in LLcir .iokcs, an

undercurrnrr ol sisnals and hiddeu prioritics that ncvcr €xistcd jn

qüte sLdr a 
'!ay 

ill gra.hrali: li1b. Latcr, I .ame to knorv that

many oi Nlandira's l-nglish girlfriencls, whom I lvoukl sornetinr.s

lind in hcr roonr drinking tca. sPeaking a raPid lansLrage thai I
hardly lollowed, rvcrc ahv.rys lällilrg in ancl oul of lovc ivith the

mcn otr lheir iloor of thriir staircasc, and a co vefsation witL a

fcmale liiend was only a sloP gaP bct\feen two sexlral momenls of
aL\iety,if plcasure. Flcarlbrcak was usual; fi' ahout a rnonrh,

one woulcl s.. a cerlair contbinatiol ol singlcs amcl ouplcs on thc

staicasc. th., sinslc peoplc;n jcd,s and Lhc couplcs olien drescd
ir black fomal clothes for gucsr right; an.l thdi the cottbination
woulct charrgc; the malc rvoulct disappcar, and tle wonan ivoulct

rerurD to hcr plain sk;rt and rvoollen jumpcr. Io, gfaduätcs, ihcre

is no real dil]ercncc hctrvrcll lernl-timc nncl the breaks in bctween;

and. as nrost of thr:nr ilnte liom oth{:r co lilLents, homr: is too Iär

army ro go back to; so lLe,v slav on in Oxlörd düfnlg thc shorter

vacatjons, {oing to librarit*, r:or]tinuing thcir Ieseärch But thii

undergfadurles keep rciurning Lorte to thc masts o1 lingLand, or
b thc North, or lo \\'ilcs, in lhe wilrr{:r and Eastcr bre:|ks, holnc,

üherc, onr: gathers liom ihei talk. happi,rcss or L,nh4pincs is a

more un\uprising, cvcry(lay alläif than here, h{rme, }'h.r. one

speaks arrother lmguagc, wilh sislcr and n(nhel anrl laih.l a

srmpLc train joulrev rakcs dnrr lherc, and bdngs lhcm l)a.k,

changcd soriewhat, r..kkrr or a ljttlc l.ss thjrr, oI with thcir han

cut much shortü. \{lror they arc avay, dre collcg.s beorne
monulnerlsi st nc passage$ ,n.1 stairways, cmPty halls md gaf-

de s, a pli.c that is süncthing beLwe€n a dcs.rlti trr:rlastery ancl

an uruscd Lred a cl brcakfasl lnresl-housc, a worl(t Illädc of Latin

inscripiiqrs alr.l cLarcs upon talls, aD.l ncatly a.lc bcds in roolns

with no orr ir thcm-
l]ul slrängc thin$ happcn Ncn;n rerm-tiDc (ht:e.I rcnrcm-

bcr, nnnionc di.d, a lorrn€f bofrnrct lj1c,ne ofN'Iandira\ Iiields,
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a.yin'ng rnan ot ra,eDry_oncj a irornmon.f,ol the colegc; he had.heclf,alon. in his ftrom, strangcly, ofa hc:r[ auack.,\t lunchdme,

i;:: JT :TJ ;.J:l:Xl ;i:::;, ill,,,,lt:'l Jliff *f, 1.l*
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- ";;; -l
;:;lll,;:.j1,1',:;,::':ij::;,.-h *i.;, .,,,,i".s, anc, he reassur

1B

Ar rrrr trND oF (lornmarkd Stltci, n.ar the Uoyd\ 13ank, onrcs

a conllucncc of four roacls. making an nregular sorr .rl ross rvhich

oDe coLrl.l possilrly s:e Iioni an ailcfali. Ther€ is no (ientrr in

Oxlord, on\'dillcrcnL points ofre{ercn.c, fio each oI 
'lhich 

thc

conccptic,r c,l thc ciry is altered slighdy lhus onr: ncver fccls

comtlctely roolffl, alid asccndn,g rhrcr: Iloors in a buildnrg of rht:

N.r Bodlciän Lihran qivcs one. bcfore entering thc ieading-

room, a vio' ol llolywcll Strl:t I|om above Onc sr:nses. liom

that win.low, how disrinct and wcll mafkcdl)Lrt each scclion 01

the ciry is, each partialy unknown b th. olher, each Potenliail)'
rndiscovcrcct ro its o$!ilrhabitanrs lbr, trom abovc' Ilolywell

Street, $ith ils rcpctitivc up-and{ovrr mov.ndrr ol c,vclists and

pc.tcsüjrns, lhc l;ini white Iling. ofits pavcnnint, ard thc houscs

on eirhcf side appcrring qultc oddlv ,eamangcd Iiorn this ansle,

sccrns, in thr: rlisrurbing persprctivc gained by h{ri!.hl and distance'

.onti rally strr ge, a tlace that will nevef bcmme lämiliar or old

The ordrrlv, disappcarini. lilr€ oltfefli(:, üe activity on 1ic roids,

hamonious arrt sclldispdsing' thc unrealiry of the scenc and

one's relationshrp with its unrealiq, are cxposccl and encomPassed

by tlis vi6v frorn ;| tliircl stolcy wiDdowi whi.h rereals abscnces

belwcen oDe lane an.l rnotlicf, onc hortsc ancl anothcr, urten-

rn&xl, Lrn.xplainablc spaces, and that abscn<:e over all rhcsr, on

cye levcl uth lhe window, so that lhe pia.r:s orLe has nalked

rhrough or prssccl daily losc thcn hown lerrrrrs. lt takrs somc-

thing as srnall and unsusPe(1€d as this, a changc ol vicw and

^ltitu.le, 
to bririg c,nc\ nrreigncss to one\ s.lf, the Iicling of

b.iDg sepafat.{l tom thc routires ihnt one thought altrched onf
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1(] tlrc ciq', ofbeing secrdty jn tr.ansii. Similarty. ar the jundnrn ol
rour roacls at the cnct of Comnlark.r Street. the nrirror chargein gradicni of one of rhc roads, Sr Al.late,s. rte s,ay ii clips
domwarrt, so rhat rh. linc at irs en.t is known ro be a Inlse line,
a bordcf ()ncerling and shclrering a sedrncl anct more clistant
borcler ar rhar eDd o{ the city, rnarks, in th mictst ol..vervthjng,
an nnnoriced but rcäl .tcparhrre. In a.iry $ tinte knom, so tuli
or su.h rnsrarts, such rscapes, c\cnrs arrl the tnelnory of rvents
bccome temporarr stays; Shehnaz, I{ax.lira,s rooln, thc $,alk
takcn roeethcr, a mecrimg with Shar.rna, reasure one t}ar onc has
not bc{r;I C}xford alone, that one has slarcd it wirh others, lrl
the solilarv cxperiencti ol b.irrg in traDsir rerurns, arrcl rnen.ls and
accluaintances are borne ae,ay by this citv, $hi.h rnews irietf,
and l',com::, once more, srrang ro on,,sclt rt is the cjty dra;
rcnvrins, a kind of mcering place, rnodern and wirhout iclendtv,
lrut d.ceptivcly archaic, thal unotrtrLrsively blrr resrlcssly rcaü;;
rts roundaboLrts and tanes aml iandmarls, so rhat ir ncver becomes
oft s ownJ or anyonc ctse,s.

t hc long roäd adirccnr to St Alclat.\ is the Ilieh StreeL. One
ol mv (iarliesi meerings $,ith Shehnaz rvas ivhen rc. ran ilto cach

l:l',' ,' 
'r 

--"r,,hr,. ,nL, rc sJ. qune,h. J,,.n.ir- $d\. ,r,.o
rlre\ 5'ri.,. ir..."rrn.t ., tt.,rir: thr \ kr,"\ ,."r1,.r i,r01
her rcqu.si, lu.ned back to watk wjih her. l.he llorisr,s was closcd,
so it must havc bccn evr:ning, ole of rhe lotg, brighr evcnings oi
surnmer. On both sides ofrhis road.fe ancient coX.ges, rvm.qrcy

.''t'. 'r,r $ 'lpl ,loor. rnJ e rrn. oLr t,r,,r nir.,$.,.4u.h
h.uqn ., r. " d .. I" ( I.itr, r. In,..tr,/5 |rr.J, ,..t rrr_,.,,.,.,
espccullv thc one at thc Clorn.na.ket Street cncl ol Ilig.h Street,
can be hcard elery hour with grcar and ransparcnt clädly, an{l
at mght. wiren I workl hcar tbe elcr in.feasine rcpetition froürIlandira\ roon,, I rvould t,c.onic coDscio* ,r th" ,;r"*.,"., .f
thc Piare r {as aboLr( to lall ast.cp in. ot ctjstancc, alld tle
suspcDsron ot artivi(y. As o|e walks pasr lh. coll.gts on Iligh

lfumutt Rmg

Sircd, one glimpsß, through lh. frarne ol thc .ho$ay, arrothcr

Iramc, Nhich marks oli the end of the cntrancc arca with thc
porr.r's l.,.tge, notirlDards. and m^jl-roorn, broa.l.aring oul into

the firsi quad srh jis (.nrpry orä1 or sctuale .)1 grecn, rrs gener.iusly

enclostrt. yel strangcll lil:erated, P'iramcter ofoPcn air anct space.

thc facade ol a buildnrg, rvith thc collcge chapel, b.hjnd the grecn,

and a ncasuf€d rdansle ol sk)'. This is rhe abb.c\iatc(t, painring-

likc view that fasers by hav. of the interiors of thi: colleges, and

thc rest is hjddcn Lehind an cdilice ol sronc that is pari history

and pai fantasv, ar.l has littlc 10 dc, $'irh thc ctonleslic or working

lilcs ol studcnts, artLl thcir partiorlar slarrg or !e aculaf Yct dre

siu.lents cto nor really matto, because vithnr tlre coll€gc walls

therc is a !'orLcl a g(ography an.l a w.athcr thal clings to its

oM tirne and d{,tnridc'n and is churged by no one ln rhis uorkl,
glimpsecl brieffy l)y lhe passcr-t)\' through thc opel dooffr)!
a {icrtain lieht and space and greyress of stone, and at nighr, a

ccftailr balancc of lanldight, st.rni., and darkncss, (1, exßt almost

ctemallv. and it is l-he studcnts, $'iü lh€ir narionälities and

individual leanrrcs, thcir dillifcnt voices and acccnts, their dillif-
cnt habil! and atter4rts at adjlstnre , lheir scnsc ofLalhos an.l

possession of r.ality, who, in tmth, vanish, arc strangely ncgatcd,

so tbat, whcn the prss.r$t' lalel f€rncnrLers wLat hc saw, the

stullents s.enr blurred, <!lourlnl, accidcntnl. evel tou.hing. bul
conshntly skirting lhc c.lgc of his vision, wLile it is |ossibLc to

clearl) änd unequivoc^lly rtr:alt tle dignity ancl silrncc of the

door*ay and the i"orld bcyoncl it.
A littlc irrt|cf on, e short clistanc. br:fore Nlrgdalcn Brntge,

arc ih. !\icer's l,ant: Collct ShoP and a xewsagcnt's on the lc1i,

and thc Ilxamination S.hools lo onc's igll. On cerrain (l^,Ys irr

ltav andJune. cxamlnccs nr black gos'ns. ar halfPast iwtilve and

6'c thirr,v. tli.klc olrr. and then ovcrfforv, or to High Strcct frorn
the cnlfrncc of the Schoc,ls, rhc womo nr black ski'is and white
strnr, somc jubilantly holding bouqrr.ts jn thcir harcls, lhe mcn
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,l-".n l":-il ""i l,',, , , ,,,, ... r. , /. ,,,/ , , in, ,r, J.ng o,

::: ::,l i,,d1,r,h"r .,p,,r rrir e,r,,r,"r_.o,nr, ",.1"sno,,,nm ,h..,nsJ .,r,d ,srs. .,1., ,,,,..irs rt." . ;i, rn

l:: 
,l'::l :l*" tüm., sa,felhearts, rhei. r",- n".r,ia _i,r, 6a.

ill "l'"q', rvavrng madty and thr:n enlbracinq, r..s" g.o"p,.hatermg and- bleaking üp, anci orher smallc. g..,a^ rlaä "ti"n senous conrercn(:.. This is one of rhc fcw occasions on rvhichonc sccs sorncihjng conrnon lo all rt.s. räccsj beJ.orc one,s e,vc!,

ll ::i-l ;tll" J,_,s,,,ku, r;",c.hip .,n,,n.,,u,.aro,.
l:^l::- i"ll "'|" i""ii"":"' I''r 'j"nc '|'i,, "n' m,,rinq,nrr

l;:)1^l :.1" " ,||.,, i. rr F,,rv,,,r,:nq 1,u 'r,. p,, ,ri""ry.rsuft.gratrrrg on]y to L,e remcn$ered as somedrns so nnln.drare
" r'i ru hF. sh ,t\ r". r: ror r,. .r,.. t. ..r d,,u,r,) tr,... *h/, ir(rs rr. 'r Ir. Torn.Ir. (,.r. r^,r ro -.r, tr. J. rt-ev. r.rq-. i. rhr

nrr\rr iiLlJn.l ,h ^,r, t,yOrr:.ro ir .,nLi no*rhJL
nr '.1,r ,t4 n\jq,,rJ.ine innr.Ir l,,r u e.or lur \o,:., i. o\.1

:: ll- "t: 
.'J,. rir" !, r,. rreu ac"r,r.. r,n.,,r a.In rn,.: p,,ril.t.o,.. It- ". h.,..c nIF t.td.,he,to." otrr. t., cay thirLt

\-ou' and lea\e !'irtr newspapus ancl mnrlwrclrcs. tt), .haDce. onemrgnr irass them on rhc srrcer a month larcr, an crcounrer that

l":. l:^ 
u l* u r,,, ,,,,",h,ns i1,r.l| r,t,i'. 1,,r,,.r i n.nri,D i,, . io.,. F,.rinr.. \1,,:,,, i,u.. iire.)

,i i I . :' 'n.ri||r'. ;r*r, I tr. ,,.$.dq. r. ."t1. rn.r, ",J "lt 'rr,,rLr. .1.r''i. .r.,ri.r i _rudr-.. qirI n;, ,,.r,. ^, ,,, t-s, .. hiJ,r".llanes, thc Radi:'iita Camera an.l shrctenrs orr biclctes_ The

],'.'l1ll' ;' r.eirhr;.. ' rr r."o. r'r-. i1,r $.,-, ,,,, r.,r. ,., r, u

ll 1 
.'i; 'i,, rif" d re.,,g, /. | .r ,\ ,"d, un. . ..,,., ro,r,, ". . I!,\'nrfl Iri k.: lI-.!.p.r. L.,_ rpdr ,h,,r,r,. pi.. -, r, t.,. ii\.d n-

\{HF.ri Nry r,\REj..rfs movrd ro rhär lanc in itje Uhristjan ari:a in

the suburl,s ol Bombal, I was in ()xforcl; I 
'lid 

not srl|'s thc

,nori,re. In tt* srumrcr, I rrrurncd {or nry vr'ations to a hous' I
lad not seen beforc. trlrr onlv rad 

^hoLrt 
in lettels' a tidy llat on

it'" ,-t;*t tto- drat was srnaLlef than thc ßats t haci livecl in al1 mv

dl \1"r r1\ l:'r," I r"rk''l rr' | : ' unl' t I

Oncc. wherr I wis sl..|nrg Iale irlto thc rDrnrn{ rr mv nc\!

room, I was wokerr by an insislent mctallic nojs'' sonethirg

r,.**" " 
r,-**'i"g .1rd a ringing 'fhe door at thc encl of ihe

roon openctl on to a leranda, a d ivhen I \!ent outr I saw t
rubLrish truck dandilig in Lhr: lanr: an old, obsolde t|uck $mh as

one alivays scrx on tlre ucls iri tndia, wiü no rool €xü'pt in rhc

f.,,",. *r,i." thr: rlrivo's scat is Xtr:n uho appt:arcd to be drcssed

only i,, un{tergan)cnts vests and shorts xcr(i clanibernrg busilv

^"', 
tl,. 

".t,rti.,f' 
that had alr'a'ly heen Piled th{r opcn s€ctiolr

of thc tlLr(]k, antl wrre now lca inq i a carcfrcc eayvilh their

elbows on ore sicle of thc truck, and lookhg orrl al lh€ lalre The

tallest mar among ticn lvas ständ;rgiust outside thc gatc 1lr our

buiidinq. and vlith chr:eky .tjsf'ga'd conütuall) bcalilrg a plate

rvith what might havc Le.n a sPoon IIe st(xr'] rootccl lo thc sPot'

and, Lrecause he was wcadig shorts, I <rrrlcl se€ hos thi his

ess vrrc. with hai ess kncis' beni ar a conca\' angle becausc

,,f rhc 1l"."cs' with whn:L hc w^s srandiirq 'Ih' Iutki 1roße b'

rs makitrq slr the slleePcr $romcn of lh' buildirtg' Pfctt)- g'rls

amons the.m, i.to a Paric; with \orried faccs' clut(:liing la'gi:

ohstic'bnrs, thcv rverc hurrying r('lar'ts thc tIuck, Iioni whjch tht:

iiul.,nc' in r'..1c.gnrmurts werc lcaning out and loc'knrg ai them

IO
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      `Afternoon Raag` is a semi autobiographical novel by Amit  

                  Chaudhuri. This is a first-person narration by a student about  

                  his days at Oxford. It significantly portrays his casual  

                  involvement with two female students, nostalgic memories of  

                  his parents staying in India, and his fond recall of the  

                  classical music teacher in India. This piece of work by Amit  

                  Chaudhuri is loosely structured like a Hindustani `raag`. And  

                  because of this reason this book`s prose part has gained the  

                  vigor and has the poetic feel as well.  

 

                  Amit Chaudhuri was born in Calcutta in the year of 1962. He  

                  brought up in Bombay. He graduated from University College,  

                  London, and was a research student at Balliol College, Oxford.  

                  He was later Creative Arts Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford,  

                  and received the Harper Wood Studentship for English  

                  Literature and Poetry from St John`s College, Cambridge as  

                  well. He has contributed fiction, poetry and reviews to  

                  numerous publications including The Guardian, the London  

                  Review of Books, the Times Literary Supplement, the New Yorker  

                  and Granta magazine. Till date the author has written four  

                  novels, a book of short stories, and edited the Picador Book  

                  of Modern Indian Literature. The Clarendon Press, Oxford,  

                  recently published D. H. Lawrence and `Difference`, his study  

                  of D.H. Lawrence`s poetry and critical theory. He has been  

                  translated into several languages and has won the Betty Trask  

                  Award, the Commonwealth Writers Prize, the Encore Prize, the  

                  Southern Arts Literature Prize, the Los Angeles Times Book  

                  Prize for Fiction, and also the Sahitya Akademi award. He is  

                  also a vocalist in the North Indian classical tradition.  

 

                  Synopsis:  

                  The delight of Amit Chaudhuri`s `Afternoon Raag` comes from  

                  his ability to render mental landscapes in a tight indirect  

                  prose. This is a poetic expression of the author. His idea of  

                  the novel as a collection of poetic reflections is also  

                  displayed in his sensitivity to minute detail. It also shows  

                  his ability to transform the seemingly insignificant into the  

                  matter of intense reflection. `Afternoon Raag` deals with the  

                  experiences and impressions of a young Indian student of  

                  English Literature at the university of Oxford. Chaudhuri  

                  recreates the state of mind of a young man coming to terms  

                  with loneliness, nostalgia and alienation in a unique way. A  

                  raag is a piece of classical Indian music, which plays around  

                  a set of specific intervals to create a particular mood. Here  

                  the mood recreated is one of being adrift in a unique  

                  situation, enjoying a very special phase of life between  

                  childhood and adult life, devoted to ephemeral, yet  

                  significant relationships and aesthetic pursuits. 
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